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1 ö 
upon the subject of my intrusion. To com- 
Plain of injuries received, and grievanees un- 
8 H redressed. T have t Geth ee e 
. Upon very 'serious occasions, „ stomes have, 
den known to ons nd trim ts AW "A 
bringing forth the “man of blood;” and, if "A 
zuch inanimate beings have been worked up | 
to this pitch upon a cause not their own, may 
not a Hare also be allowed to be, e 25 
n 7 - 
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- Sheet dahve land: Whose every havnt i is dear, 
Whose every gale. is music to mine ear: 
 Amidst whose hills one 17 retreat I sought. 


* 1 11 . 3 5 BoWLEs. 
| : L 


Ir r was a pleasant bank that 1 had 
chosen for my abode, abundantly 
coyered with thick fern, and well de- 
fended from the scorching sun and 
the pelting storm by a hedge, and. 
high over-shadowing trees: at the 
root of one of these, and partly in a 
cavity of its trunk I made my form: 
you could hardly have distinguished 
me amid the multitude of dock- 
leaves and fern by which I was sur- 

B rousded; 
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rounded 3: for my colour so nearly 


approached to that of many of the 


objects more immediately around me, 


that to discover me in my retreat 
required keener powers of observa- 
tion than are usually exercised by the 


eye of the casual passenger. But I 
was shy by nature; I could not bear 


to be noticed, and had therefore 


pitched upon a spot near which no 
path winded, where I could see to a 


| 2 considerable distance myself the 


while unseen: before me was a 
soping common, upon which sheep, 


; AY _ strayed; it descended into a vale. 
N where corn fields and orchards inter- 


sected e: h other, and a little stream 


murmuredd along: on the opposite side 
5 the hills" Were e with wood, with 


"here 
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here and there a hop yard. — | 
surprize I had secured myself a re- 
treat along a ditch filled with nettles 
and high grass, into a neighbour- _ 
ing copse; and I had a meuse which 


gave me freedom of access to a 

garden which was behind me n 
the other side o my hedge, -where 
| Tentered as often as I pleased. My 9 


natural timidity was excessive, thou gh 
as yet had experienced nothing which 
could materially confirm it: Edreade& 


the appearance, and even the sound 
of many animals; and though I did 


not absolutely shun the haunts of 2 


man, yet I was apprehepsive least 8 | 
any one should behold me: I had 
frequently heard the voices of persons | 
walking in the garden behind me, 
and had trembled. My parents had 


B 2 inetrucyes- 


© pearsomewhat indistinet, and deemed 
+ myself happy, if Leyen heard not 
|  - the sound of human ſoot-wteps du- 

; ag "os Fourep 1 Weer. But 
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man as much PR "poofible Jer this 
reason I N¼πů,S haxdly ever gut of my 
form during the Whole of the day. 


My custom Was, as segn as I smelt 


the breath of mom and the birds 


just began 10 chirrup aboye Me, 
d go forth from my bed: I then 
used to make the best of my way 
into the corn fields below, er the gar: 


den above, and was always cautious 
to return before the sun Was ow 
With the same gaze I-proceeded 


© the eyening,. a5/500n 8 he cheep * 


2 Jittle distance from me began to ap- 


With, 
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1 —— — 
with all my timidity, I was as yet 


but rash ; it was necessary that ex- 
perience should be added. In the 
folly of my youth I thought that it 


was sufficient if I suffered no dog nor 
man to approach me too near, and 


vainly imagined that if I once fled, 
it was as impossible to pursue me as 
it was to match my speed. I had 


yet to learn, that though one of the 


most innocent, yet I was the most 


persecuted of animals though one 


of the most defenceless, yet there 
was as much strength and malice 


exercised against me as against the 


strongest, and that nature and art 


were perpetually employed in 11 
| destruction of our race. 
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© Vain is her best precaution, thotgh she sits 

- Conceal'd with folded ears, unsleeping eyes, 
And head couch'd close betwixt her hairy feet, 


In act to spring away. 
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Yourni: is a- season -of confidence 
and ardor —1 had long remained 
unseen, and wandered around my 
usual . haunts unobserved and un- 
1 T had now and then seen 
the shepherd and his dog cross the 
heath at a distance; I had heard the 
latter bark in the evening, when the 
sheep were driven to the fold, but 
they had never come nigh me. By 
; Very 


t 


THE HAN. 7 
degrees I grew more and more con-— 
fident; for my days of trouble, how- 
ever they might be near at hand, had 


not as yet arrived; and as Iadvanced 


in strength and size, my courage (if 

so it may be termed) proportionallß 
increased. The evening ' often saw 
me, or ere the sun had ceased to 
tinge the yellow broom, creeping 
along the hedge-row to my favorite | 
corn- field. The utility of my pa- 

rents instruction was almost dis-. 
believed, the necessity for such . 
cessive vigilance was almost doubted: 


all that I saw was peace, all that 1 1 


fancied was pleasure: What harm 


could there be in loitering half n 


hour in the morning? a few minutes 
would bring me home again: even 
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match the flectest creature in Speed; 
and even if I were to be pushed 


beyond njy usual cirole, it was casy 
for me, by a sudden turn, to evade 
my pursuer, and regain my form ; 


and then, when I had crept into it, 


hat eye could behold me? or who 


would think of looking for me in 


such a situation? Upon my invisi- 


bility and upon my swiftness I pre- 


sumed too much: I was young and 


inexperienced; I had never yet heard 
the savage yells of autumn, or felt 


the chilling hardships of winter: 
ignorance is apt to presume; but I 
Was soon to know. and to feel that 
quiet is not always to be found in 
* maod-waiks, nor plenty in the 


meads, — 


I 
it 
n 
e 


ter to remain still, until the object of 
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meads. One moming I Was sitting 
with: my eyes half shut, the sum- 


mer's sun gleaming warmly through ; 


the leaves that admitted-its rays just 
upon dhe spot where I reposed, half 

hid among my dewy coverture t sud - 
denly I was roused by a sound of 
near-· approaching footsteps: in the 


| brst moment of my àlarm, I almost 


inyoluntarily started from my recess, 
but recollecting that it would be bet- 


my terror was discernible; I did iat 
dare to stir a muscle; and waited the 
event in breathless expeetation. On 
the other side of the hedge, along 
the green path of the garden I had 
often heard persons walking: at $utts - 


set, and could distinguish their c 


versation$ 


/ THE HARE: | 
versation; but then I was! under no 
apprehension of being seen, for I 
knew myself to be perfectly screened 
from their observation by the inter- 
vening hedge. The sounds ap- 
proached still nearer and nearer, but 

by slow degrees; my agitation was 


2 inconceivable: at last they stopped 


all at once, just at the instant 
when 1 expected that my curiosity 

was about: to be gratified, and my 
anxiety Somewhat terminated by the 
Sight of whatever it was that caused 
my present distress: they seemed to 
be the steps of a man; I listened 


again; they had totally ceased. I 


kept my broad eyes extended upon 
each side in fixed attention, eager to 
teceiye any impression; but the. 

re abundance 
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abundance of fern by which I was 
now surrounded, prevented me from 
observing so accurately as F wished ; 
the fact was, that upon my being 
first roused, I had actually sprung a 
little out of my form, and squatted 
again, in a situation where I could 
myself by no means see so well, bur 
where the whole of my body was 
more open to observation: presently 
I heard a creeping which approached 


the spot, a sound as if the breath were 


drawn with difficulty: to my great 
Surprize I discerned the shadow of a 
man, and was teady to sink into the 
earth with affright; it stopped, and 
appeared to hold its arm up in the at- 

titude of striking with a stick, which 

was grasped in the hand; this was 


enough, = 


Bn TIE HARE 
enough for me, for I was no longer 
in doubt of my perilous situation, nor 
against Whom! the blow was de- 
signetl. 80 without longer hevitittiori, 
| just when the arm vas ralsed a little 
higher, I collected my strength, and 
gthrted away with the velocity of the 
wind. The premeditator of my mis. 
chief I hardy beheld; but I heard 

the: 'strelq strike the earth! and. was 
pursued by à volley of oaths,” which 
J soon outstfipped, hastening to gain? 
my upland wood;. where! Jarred 
quite outefibreath> Here began to 
reflect upon: my! folly in: starting from 


w retreat and enposing myself to 
8 view: but I drew conclusions too 


TY im favor of my persecutor. 
Pn: bad alarmed Him and dis- 
585 turþed 


THE HARE. 1s 
turbed him by .rushing forth: but 
then he crept upon me by stealth: he 
surely could not have attacked me in 
s0 determined à way, antes F had 
given some offence. Howawar, it 
was an useful lesson to me; 1 was 
seriously alarmed, nor did 1 venture 


ta steal from the. tangiett c tl 


+ 36% 4.+*% 


my farm withdre pidation, resolying tt to 
be in eyery;respect.more; neee 
n ne * Os E 
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* — Tt 1 sound, and clam rous out * 
-  Unheard before: 3 — 


* 
11 Senza vii. 77 


* 


7 F PIER (1211498 
ArarMeD and mortified at my 
own Fallibility,- J was determined to 
be more * my guard; but, as the 
discovery Was merely owing to acci- 
dent, I conceived that I might tilt 
continue in my former position at the 
root of the tree; I blamed my impru- 
dence, and thought, that but for this, 
I might have remained entirely un- 
noticed: however, although I formed 
many resolutions with respect to this 
| Part of. my behaviouy's for the time to 
come, 


14 


come, A to the: general | 
scheme of. caution, I was; very de- 
ficient: It. was i in vain to, be solici- 
tous for concealment at home, when 
I -was hazardous abroad; my fan- 
cied security had deceived me in one 
respect (though I would hardly allow, 


of this); but, with regard to the 


fleetness of my feet, oh! in this re- 
spect, I deemed myself utterly in⸗ 
rincible, and felt perfectly at ease. 
- Unfortunately for me, a circum- 
Stance which soon occurred, height- 
ened the idea I had formed of my 
superiority and advantages: It was 
my custom to go into the vale to feed 
as soon as the mist began to curl from 
the stream: I used to proceed across 
the _— winding. about, amidst, - 
%% 


I obliged, in my progitss;#to pays © 


WO around, 1 was descending the fallows, 
* * ied chat I heard the bark of a dog at 


, * En | 


ST 
the prickly furze, and chez; with the 
utinost- care, orossing de meadows . 
in ar oblique Girection, aoided, as 
much as possibie, any Cottage or 
bara that might contain” any of the 
human race;'forthese, since the late 
. event in particular, I oo not fee? 
an increading predilection: but L was 


green-sward lane which 'I seldom 
did without Feeling, in spite of all 
my youthful confidence, some faint 
apprehensions. In a cool evening, 
| when © Heaven's breath smelt woo- 
ingly,” and the beetle was bummiog 


Wet with twilight rain, when fan- 


a tue Astance: 1 ran witly some 
1 


precipitancy to gain the hedge which 


brought me into the lane; I hoped, 


that if I could cross it uncbserved, I 
should be somewhat more secure 


when I arrived on the other side. 


From that quarter tlie alarm had pro- 
ceeded: with trembling I crawled 
through mg meuge, and advanced to 
the middle of the horse-track, when, 
at a sudden turn, appearcd two men: 
« See,” ho!” was immediately voei- 
ferated at once by both of them. A 


panic seized me; whither to go 1 


ktew not; but I was instantaneousſy 


10uzed- by a dog, which furiqusly 


started from behind them, and Which, 


till the moment, I had. not observed. , 4.2 


I madg for my hole in the hedge 
e which J had just passed. 
5 3 * 


Bt 
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Sudden : fright incapacitates us fre- 
- quently for reflection, or else so con- 
founds us, that, though in a certain 
degree we are capable of reflecting, 
we are deprived of our accustomed 
powers of action. I was confused; 

I missed my aim, and the teeth of 
my enemy had nearly reached me; 
but I eluded him, and fled along the 
path with so much swiftness, that I 
sGarcely left the print of my feet upon 
the damp herbage: my pursuer was 
not so nimbly-footed, and I had soon 
the satisfaction of hearing him pant 
far behind. With what delight did 
I discern a gate at a little distance! 
no affrighted soldier pushed to his 
utmost strength, and fast coursed at 


the heels by a troop of enemies, ever 
beheld 
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beheld the turrets of his town across 
the plain with more tumultuous Joy . 
never did he rush forward with more 
redoubled vigor, spurring his panting 
horse to gain the moated gate, with- 
in which he expected security and 
repose, and anticipated the delight - 
ful sound of the harsh-grating hinges 
inclosing him within its friendly bar- 
rier. I rushed with great violence 
between the two lower bars, and 
found myself in the same field which 
Thad quitted but just before. 
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— Can euch things be, 


— _— 


IF Wichout our pc wonder? | 
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As is the usage of our race, 1 
| sought my safety by flying up the 
bank which I had just descended 
with cautious steps and slow. 
Although my pursuer for a fe paces 
was not very far from my heels, yet, 
before I had crept through the gate, 
long before that, I had far out- 
Stripped him, and having once 
gained the field, he never beheld me 


1 
. 


a 
7 4 * ' * 1 Ya. * 
. A cir- 
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A <lrevrnstance' 60curred' which 1 
thought somewhat Singular, arid, r 
deed knew not how to account” for. 
Aſter having crossed several fields, 
and nttained the Kirts' of the heath, 
I stopped upon the bank to listen? 
1 cettainly imagined that the dog 
was coming up the track I had so 
_ately trodden, and that he pro» 
claimed it aloud by an incessant kind 
of noise indicative of satisfaction. 
He certainly emed to tread the 
mazes by which I had ascentitd, for 
I could hear him advancing dighel | 
and higher, as the tones were waſted = 


and ascended the upland: It cee 
tainly was 80; but yet it was strange; 
N strange. However, I Was 


by che breeze that swept the vas 


E A 


highly gratified, when 1 — 
the notes still less and less, till the7 
ended with a shrill whistle and call 
5 from the men, who seemed to haye 
proceeded far below. 1 thought 
much upon this event; it at once in- 
spired and perplexed me: I had never 
before been chased by a dog; I had 
learned to be alarmed at the whole 
species, but T considered them less 
dreadful than what I had been taught 
to believe, and despised the idea of 
being overtaken by any of them. 1 


had very far out: stripped that which 


had already attacked me, and felt not 


* a little confident upon the occasion: 


still there was something unaccount- 
able in his pursuing me, after he had 
once lost sight. of me. Could he 
N 8 1.3" -. 


- 


trace my course? except in the first 
trepidation of affright, I bad taken 
great care: — along the fallow he 
might, perhaps, discern the print of 
my feet; but he continued to ascend 
higher up the bank, and to fol- 
low me by this means through the 
turnips and the corn. Perhaps he 
had started some other animal, with 

which he was engaged, when I Was 
listening in such agitation: this might 
be my error, but still there was some- 
thing very mysterious, very inexpli- x 
cable in the circumstance. Þ-was 
not satisfied with my own solution; 
yet I endeavoured to impose upon 
myself the belief that. I was so: at last 
Isilenced myself with this reflection — 
that En was na in W Surely, 


.- 
” " f 
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thaught L. whenever I roam abroad 
Bam continually on the watchz my 
long ears, directed to: whatever quar- 
ter I please, collect they faintest 
uns; my prominent eyes, recrive: 
on every side the rays of light. and 
en enable: me to discern these what 
Df me l! My farm is atthick em- 
bowered: ratreat where nought but 
accident aud my own. imprudencer 
euer exposed; me: ta discavery; and! 
Should. all these fail, myrlags are: 4 
naver - failing negouree:;; they axe? 
&rongly museular, the: hinder are 
| much longer: than the: forelegg amd: 
in flying up. rising graund,. E find no 
mepnyenience: let every thing: else 
fail me, in this at least: L anv Sen. 
in running. no. ia! running ritt is. ins 
n I Should be overcome. | 
CHAP. 


8 > 
1 * 3: * 
5 i, : : N \ 
- + 4 1 . * 1 | * 


T_T RC — —2—— 7 . — „ 


#01121 1 bib zi 18 of 00 oth 
4 N % 
f \CHAT. 3 Firi-wom 2417 165 


” # *y 4 ” | 
M1 27 11 in. 


— lt 


— days = one sad my Wh, 3. 78 
And end with.aqrqWys as they fußt begun. 115117 9 


No parent now remains my griefs to share, 
n hb mother's tender caro 


0 Trans Wine mit. — Bopre,, 0 
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Fg. nothing, but error; 115 
ane WY, Experience. 
e, a fake turn, to my, raazonings, 

1 Jylled me intg a, fageicc cecurity- 
my. Subsequent, disastexs have, made. 
me look back with astonighment.upon. 

de heedless days of my youth, . 

| But there was some, allowance,to. 
be made for me, hen. dircumstangeß 


x When. into,consideration Which. L 
y es am 
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of the protection of parents: I was 


instructed by my mother in all that 


but we had not ventured from be- 
neath her eye, when a disaster hap- 


meadow beside the babblin g brodk; I 
it was one of those streams which 


are in the rains of more inclement 
seasons swelled to A torrent ; the | 


5 rendered our Situation uticomfortable, 
Zh not- 
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am about to relate; little did I know 


born amid the inclemencies of winter; 
my two brothers and myself were 


was necessary for our tender years: 


— — - 


pened which separated us, and tore 
me from my | dearest ties for ever. We 
wete born in che vale below, in a 


reduced in the drought of summef 
to flow within a narrow channel, 


drizzling Showers had for Some ne 


\ 


- — — — 


— — the affectionate 80 
licitude with which our mother en- 


deavoured to protect us: but one-night 
we were suddenly roused by, the 
rushing sound of waters, and were 
overwhelmed, before we were tho- 
roughly awakened; whatever be- 
came'of my dear parent and the rest 
of her offspring, I knew not; this I 
know—that I never, beheld the latter 
more: in all probability they were 
carried away by the flood and id 


drowned, and J can only recollect 


their parting screams. .The horrors 
of that hour are too indelibly im- 
pressed upon my mind, ever to be 
effaced, as long as © memory holds 
her seat.” No one who has not ex- 
perienced it, can conceive how dread. - 

D 2 | fun 
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ful it is to strüggie with ruchtfg wa. 
ters, ben UGarkhess impenerrable 
hovers atotmd. I had Hot attained 
my full strength, and though I strove 
with all my Httle might, What cotIId 
: it #vatl? The biflows were irresistible+ 
the stream passed ober me; Is ed- 
dies GODS 4 me wound; I Was Nor- 
| fied away. | 
„ Tad not ute lost my sense, 
which 1 was tro wn into a situation 
where the waters Jeft me shivering 
and helpless. The morning awaken⸗ 
ed me to sights of woe: at the first 
| gleath of nent I discovered the 
k  nibadow afloat; and the plate of my 
© fativity iamersed beneath a brown 
deluge. | I Had never $trayed beyond 


We. he inclozures of the : Small field; but 


* recollected 
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1 recollected the spot whereon I row 
stood; I had often ported as far as 
the Corner where A a hay-stack stood, 

half of which had been cut down al- 
most to the ground; for the purpose 
of foddering cattle; and upon this 1 
was thrown. I got down as 00h as 

I could; already instructed, in part, 
how to chuse my food, I felt e e | 
that the disaster had not occurred be- 
fore, when I should have been more 
helpless than I found myself at ptesent. 
But my situation was cheerless: sud- 
denly forced from the downy pro- 


tection of a parent, and but half 


instructed in the means of preserva- 
tion, the world was all before me, and 
my condition no means enviable. 
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So the chipwrecked mariner, when 
the surge has left him upon an un- 
known hore, surveys at day-break the 
| country he is about, to enter; he as- 
cends to the top of the rock, and 
casts his eyes around; —whither shall 
he g0?—to what quarter shall he di- 
rect his devious steps? The night 
was cold and dark, the wild winds 
whistled around his head; he wait- 
ed for the light with anxiety, that 
he might discoyer where he had been 
thrown, but the light beams upon 
him, and does not take away his ap- 
prehensions: with doubts and fears 
he sets out to explore the. interior of 
the country: perhaps the wild beast 
is already prowling about to seize 
him; —_— the native, still more 
| | wers, 


* 


| * £ 
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ferocious, lurks at hand eager to 
strip him; or, it may be, to cover 
him with wounds, and leave him to 
perisch on the plain: he advances, 
each thicket seems to contain an 
enemy within its dark recess; but, at 
last, the friendly hut of the hospi- 
table savage receives him; he 1s 
warmed and fed; he forgets his for- 
mer toils and dangers. 

And thus it was with me; an un- 
known land was extended before me, 
which it was necessary 1 should ex- 
plore. My mind had been impressed 
with notions of the variety of ad- 
versaries that I had to dread; this 
was not mere conjecture ; but I set 
out, miserable as I was, upon my 


journey, not without some gleam of 


„ Wo THE HARE. | 2 
hope, and it was fullitled beyond 
the measure of my. expectation. 1 
gained a pleasant bank; there I made - 
the form which I have before de- 
33 scribed, and dwelt unniolested and 
3 utiobseryed, until I had attained the 

perfection of my vigor. 

hut the mere loss of my parent 
was not the only evil which oppres- 

sed me; in a short time she would 
have sent me abroad to shift for my- 
self, as soo as she Had enabled me 
d support my independencs: as it 

; was, I had learned but half my- les: 

Son, and my instructor was gone; 
what 1 had gained had not been fol- 
lowed up, and was too apt to be per- 
verxted by the incortectness of my 


| © judgitient, and the Igriofatice'of My 


T wake. 33 
years: but the Attle bark can outlive 
the fury of the tempest, remaining 


and tHe. x protects the 
defenceless "hart „ ufrounded on all 
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His heart, from cruel sport estmg d. would bleed; _ 
„ e er ng Oe. 


bd Sto 


23 "i day as my eyes were intent 
upon the outstretched heath, I dis- 


cerned two persons loitering along 


languidly in the, heat of noon-tide : 
I had ample Reisure to qbserve them 
as they advanced: they were both 


young, but from their actions appear- 
ed to possess characters entirely dis- 


tinct: the one who seemed to be the 
oldest, was intent upon the wild- 
* "flowers that grew in abundance a- 
mong the short grass, Plucking here 


and 


© 3 & 1291811 eee 


„„ r ññ ? a 


and there a 'Vlite-bell or a heath, and 

examining them with minute atten- | 

tion; whilst he often turned to con- S 
template the prospect: the | other 
threw stones at the sheep, or stretch⸗ 
ed himself upon the ground while he 
tore up grass by the roots, and scat⸗ 
tered it wantonly about him; ten 
when his companion had consider- 
ably gained the start of him, arose 
and ran after him, often calling aloud 
to him to stop till he should come 


up they gradually drew nearer and 14 


nearer to the spot where I sat: the 


elder observed a beautiful rose which | F 


grew. out of the hedge not far from 
me; he stepped forward stretching' 


out: his hand to pluck, ind add Ifto' _ | 


the Collection he had ready OT. , 


> Ah 
A 
4 . 
. * 


2 


5 1 aneh but did not dare: to, 5x; 
bf looked for, plants alopg.the bottom 


of, che hedge, and, he preently ca 
his; eyes, ypan. me, While: 1 affecting. 
nt to,,observe_ him, remained, as be. 
oe g he, was intent, upon me. when 
the. gther came up. 6 * What a5 yo 


EO Suede 9. We ifegr e, 50. the 
Wenger. ; 
bene, will e 500, if You ill 


promise to, let it alone. 


3 I Bc well; d well, *hah i 
, is, let me. sge, it EL Foggy 12 9164 


Loh there, then, at the. fogj.of 


tat eim, gpg u not sge something. 

Ar the rat peeing up aig 
dame dc Naßs, ana there is some 
7 thing that aks Ike a, Huge dod, 


a is a H ee how, 


* Cau- 


V. 
* 


— — ů 
cautiously she sits with her head be- 
tween ber fore feet, and her long 
ears close upon her grey back“ 

4 Well, I never should have found - 
out that, if you had not shewn it mo. 
I was never any hand at finding a 
hare in her form: I wish I had not 
left my gun behind me in the corner 


of the hall; if it was not too far, and 
k she would be gone 


I did not thyak | 

by the time I returned, I would go. 

back and fetch it.“ | 75 
* Oh! for shame! I thought ul 


promised to let it alone, you cannot - _ 


go from your promise.“ Ahl but 
when I said that, I did not know - 


what it was; I did not know it was a 
hare, or I would not have sad 3 3 
deides, all that I did say was, * very |} 


E n 


* 


8 THE. HARE. 


—— 


gens | 
ell and en den Know, is no- 
thing at all. He * 125 ” s + NN 

e. upon e e if 


1 had known this I would never have 


pointed it out to you: cannot you 


take suffclent pleasure in beholding 


Heaven's | creatures, all beautiful as 


they are, without desiring to disturb 


their eee, or [OY 1 
beauty? 1 
I cannot say that 1 see we par- 
. beauty in à hare: 1 only wish 
that Rover was here, I would shew 
Jou such sport as Jon never saw in 
wor ile n ot 
Why, you” would not w wh to 
worry this inoffensive animal. 
offensive? Yes, it! is stupid 


r Wr 1 — 


Haw 


— i — 
a fling at it, that I am determined. 
At these words he ran to pick up a 
stone lying upon thé grass at some 
distance: mean time his companion 
who seemed to perceive the ineffica- 
cy of direct bpposition, gently ap- 
proached and threw at me the rose 
which he had just plucked: it pitch- 
ed lightly upon me; I darted forward, 
and was soon out of sight both of my 
oppressor and defender. 

I made my way through a hurdle 
into & neighbouring field: they both 
pursued ,me with, very different mo- 
| i tives, the one to Exexcise his wanton 

tyranny, the other to rescue me from 
an unwarrantable attack: I might be 
said to be attended by a good and 
A evil genius: the former perpetually : 
| | E 2 SR 


"THE HARE! „ 


4 _ THE HARE; | 
endeavouring to - counteract the mali- 
oious designs of the latter. Having 
crept- through, I stopped short and 
lay still in a furrow, where I knew I 
could not be seen, and that being 
the case, that the n would-i im- 
mediately case. ro i BO! 
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2 On! 4 tis excellent | 


Io have 8 giant's l 
"Toute n ike 2 giant. 


555 Wife Susanna. 


Tuer both reached che 'burdls 
bredthless ; they looked anxiously 
over it; but I. was gone © Well, 1 
will mateh yen for this,” (said e 
younger, throwing away the stone 
with disappointment);, © I-saw what 
you did, sir, and what You W | 
business to do. Ane 
* am heartily glad replices the 
other), that the animal has escaped, 
2 E3 | and 


5 FB THE HARE. 
BB . 
and that you have been prevented 
from committipg., an unjustifiable 
action.” ©* How unjustifiable ?— 
Supposin even t that TI had killed it, 
had not I a right to do it if I chose ?” 
Pray be so good to recollect that 
a power is not a right: and so you 
dict not actually” "killing it, 
but you would have cast the stone at 
it votiwith this design, bur tbat bf 
gaffering it to take the chance of its 
being maimed for- life, merely to. in 
dulge a momentary gratifleatianf J 
cannot, imagine that yauiintended, ty 
stone it merely for the: Se of seeing 
it exerrise its legs, tar tho: cose (as you 
saw) was 2 to / produce hat 
Sſfecb e bely VITISe ms 1” 
oe ad Ismius ad fot d. 
bas 3 The 


— 
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Cullen e— 
I be younger whistled and turned 
bis head another way mar: 
« However, I will suppose 4 
_ did really intend to destroy this 
animal, which, bad as it is, is / yet 
the best construction /of . which your 
purpose will admit: this will not 
bear you out; your action was Wars 
ton: you had no business to employ: 
your power except in a case of urgent 
necessity. You: have a power, it ĩs 
true, but you are accoùntable for the 


4 


abuse of it: your father has a power 


of chastising you; but if he were to 
exercise it whenever you fell in his 
WAI, how should wy like his Nr 


* c old Ae N | 7 14 
% Come, let us 805 We - alle eke 
10 too ate.“ 9 om ah F HIT AN; oer s 


hah ” | « I will k 


BY 
* 


— 


44 THE | HARE, 
Will presently: but I beseech 
you, my dear Themas, tothink some 
what more seflously upon the sub- 
ject i do not suffer yourself to be de- 
bude d by the false notion that * might 
night; the wretch'who'bears the 
knife and kneels upon the bhosom of 'a 
trembling fellow. creature, whotm he 

is about to stab, may plead the same 


5 encuse. VLou haye made a great is 


IS take nit 


- killed by a slight blow, I cannot 


| you wanted food, and this 
animal came in your way, the deity 
does not forbid you to destroy it; but 
then it must bel done in the most 
merciful manner that is possible to be 
- deviced;; and whenla erature may be 


deem thase Perengudeftnade, Who 


worry It, till it Mes in peer 601 30 
ili -& 8 E And 


. " 


THE HARE. 4 
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And so, I suppose, you will 80 
tend to oppose hunting? . 

« Certainly ; to torture an animal 
to death, when a single stroke would 
put an end'to its existence, is indeed | 
a barbarous pursuit, unworthy of en- 
lightened minds: necessity, and the 
impossibility of destroying game in 
any other way, could alone give it 
some coloring of justice. With re- 
spect to our conduct towards the 
beings over Which we are placed, if 
we are compelled. to put them out of 


our way, © a necessary act incurs na 


blam e. : 


Not so, when, held within their proper bounds, + | 
And guiltless of offence, they range the air, © 
Or take their pastime in the spacious field: 
There they are privileged ; and he that hunts 
. Or harms them there, is guilty of a wrong, 

Disturbs th economy of nature's realm, 


4. - THE "HARE: 
| Who, when she form's designed mem an e 
e sum is this. If mates convenience, health, | 
Or safety interſere, his rjghts-4nd chims | 


Ae paramount, and must extinguish their's, 
| Ele they are all—the'meanest things that are— 
free to live, and. to enjoy that life, 
s God was free to form them at the first. 


— ov reign wisdom made them all x. 
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CHAP. VIII 6 
— — — — . — — — — ——_—- 
— 5 - Where, alas! | 
Is innocence secure? Sat”: 
SOMERVILLE. 


My. trepidation was extreme At 
the idea of the ferocity which the 


youth had displayed to me, all harm- WY 


less, and as I. had mtherto thought, 
all unprotected. The conduct 1 had 
lately witnessed astonished me: 7 mall 
was in one instance more Brutar, in 
anothet inistance more bene vol 

than I had ever supposed; and if had 
mote to fear; I had alsd more t6 
8 hope: 


48 THE HARE. - | 
hope : had it not been for the con- 
trast, I had not learned to what ex- 
tent the cruel and humane disposi- 
tion can reign in the breast of man. 
Upon the whole I gained. comfort, 
and my knowledge was attained with- 
out much suffering. 
I now conceived that it would be 


= 5 highly dangerous for me to continue 


in the same form: I had every thing 
d to dread from the disappointment of 
-- the young man; he had been guilty 
of duplicity within my hearing, and 
was I to blame if I reposed no con. 
fidence in so perfdious a character? 

|  Equivecation is highly dangerous. 
5 Truth i 18 2 beam in this night of er- 
dor, that does not shine in vain; the 
"Oe is 2 ATE Gu at.) beam, 


God — 
* 4 
* — -% | 


- 
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| 


an ignis  Fatuns, that leads aotray to 
peril—to destruction. | 

My first care was to secure a se- 
cond retreat; although I was attached 
to my old habitation, which had so 
long protected me. I had abundant 
choice: I might retire to the wood, 
or enter into the thick furze : and 
what forbad me «till to remain be-. 
neath the shelter of my favorite hedge? 
Other spots upon the same bank 
might be chosen, where nothing but .. 
the most obstinate curiosity could 
observe my lurking places, a hundred 


persons may pass by the spot where || 


2 hare its, may almost tread upon it, 
yet it will remain unseen; $0 various 
are the eyes with which men walk 


arch: one, perhaps, is the slave of 


a F interest; ; 
.: a 


— 


interest; he this his walk, he looks 
at nature, it is true, /but with eyes ; of 
interest : if he Survey a - - beautiful 
scene, he instantly turns his thoughtsz 
he thinks not of its beauty, but the 


1 advantages to which it may be turned; 


and, where he beholds flowery meads 
ang lofty trees, what is he musing 
upon ?—the felling of timber, and 
; the produce and management of 
Each acre. No wonder that he ob- 
Serves me not : his imaginhtion! is else- 
where. _ Aniother walks forth with 
| heavy « Steps to his labour, his thoughts, 
run upon the toil of the day; and vo 
wonder that he observes me not.— 
Another walks forth with eye intent 
upon the earth, and arms folded a across 


kis breast; — he is 4 Per, His © eyes 


\ 3Z $3533 £11 2b. 
= * 4 þ * 1 Are 


AF) 


flowers, who, $earches the hedge-rows: ” 


10 impressioꝝ upon his hr a or we! 


is directed he IBR, in thei midst of. | | 


THE HARE; . „ 
are intent upon nature, but e 
beauty of his mistress is the subject 
of his contemplation ; no wonder that 
be; observes me not, his thoughts 
are elsewhere. But there i is one Who 
walks forth in the. fields- and the 1 


4 
+Y 
1 


” * 
w G 4 . 
F 2 


and the thickets, with as much at- 
tention; as the hotanist- the- is the 
portsman; the beauties/ob the scene 
must strike,/his:sights;hut they maker 


are the objeets to-which-htis attention; 


good odnes$,; and; mgroy jeeming.aroppd 1 
him: in: Alk, the-worky HA deity; - 1 | 
but, zybat/is the pnrpgse,of ki pear. 
to: drige ;4frgm its xetreaty; and Saf. 
ta wantgn cruelty one 4 54 

4199 | | 'E:27 | | has 


a> > 


the most hatmless — the most de- 
fenceless of creatures. Ah! why 


Should the albpowerful eye of man, 
that eye which can beam with be- 


nevolence or melt with sympathy, 


can glisten to encourage modest vir- 
tue, or scowel terrific upon shivering 
Built? why should that eye be pro- 
stituted? what pity that it should ever 


ns its cool glance upon suffering 
worth, or ' eontemplate with 2 


indifference innocence n agony, in 


distress !=<that instead of looking to 


admire, it sould look to destroy! 
However, I Tost no time in hasten- 


ing my tethoval:—T was determined 


not to quit my bank. I felt that I 


5 loved it as à friend, which in the 
. bout et _ 1 7 had re- 


ceived 


TEE HARE. , 
ceived and sheltered an unprotected 
orphan from the merciless assaults of 


: : 
. , . \ 
the worle. 
* , ep” 
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—— 


\ 


He was, indeed, to me, as my good angel, 


To guard me from all dangers. 
#. 5 phe | MASSINGER. 


— 


1 CERTAINKY/ was in the right 
when I formed he resolution of re- 
tiring: the tende of | a stone's 
throw afforded me, as much security 
as I could desire, Und 1 in all proba- 
bility preserved my life. I justly con- 
ceived that my safety was more me- 
naced than ever, nor did I long re- 
main in a state of uncertainty, 


CES |... . 5% 
r n —.. . ̃8— | 
Ide gext morning I Sax; the elde, 
youth; adyanging , witht, Alls Possible, 
baste to the place Wbege Ichad been, 
wopt to elt, and whenge hg had. the 
day before .disturbed;.rag. „ Was 
puzzled ton account for this,conducty 
for I. could nat permit myse H to sup: 
pose that he intended tq,dixturh. mp, 
quiet again, unless some urgency. de- 
manded such a measurę. He peeped, 
under the tree, as Soo he came in 1 
sight of it, endeavoring 40. discoyen = 
me; and when, he observedi that C Þ} 
was fled, a mixture of joy! an fear 3 
alternate, was diffused over ver; his. teay. 
tures. 1 "54 = 
He xetired e with as 
much haste as he came; hut Wap ngk 
quick enough to elude the observanet 


i 
| 
| 
1 
if 
i 
1 
= 


. 5 are Yeung) FOG ents 
= vancing along the top of che bank, 


with a gun ready cocked, and all the 
address of an ambuscader. He 
started at the eight of the other, and 
turned pale; but be continued his 
prying course until he came in sight 
of my form; his conjectures were 


verified: he beheld the long grass 

pressed down at the sides, but I was 

gone: a sudden burst of passion ex- 
| - Hibite@ itself, he bit his n n 

a „ ee ground: 


The elder then stopped, and ad- 


Zh panced towards him—® what is the 
| er. 


Nothing at all; or, Aöppellag 


5 . Ido 


* gu 1 b not 


CW TY 


who, whether they hat any bwin 
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— —— — — Y 98 W 5. 


not conceive ba hs | obliged to tell 
you.. 5 

«I do 551 With. or affect to 180 
any authority over you in this respect: 
I thought you seemed to be in pain, 
and I was anxious to know whether 
this were really the” case, for then it 
might have been in my power to 
have relieved you: at any rate I ex- 
expected you would have answered 
with civility a question which Was in- 
tended in kindness “ 

*I know nothing about your kind⸗ 
ness, nor do [ think it worth While be 
to take” inuch” trouble about it — 
know that there hre 56me per 


or not, are akrays intermeddling with 3 


the affaits of others. 
it + 33 & 1 


75 < This is very true : but why do 
vou frown? Have you met with any 
one this morning who has done you 
| aninjury2.;; Von look at me. in a va 
which almost makes. me. fancy that 
you have levelled your last remark at 
| we; and yet I,hould be.gorry t sup- 
bose that it, Wag; 80. Tell e, Uh 
4 N bady done you an injury? 
„ 
2 Who 6 Jam extremely som 
for it; can I help weiß 2; redress it? | 
> n 2 0¹ 4 fr VV. 202 1 * 13 
2 « Yourself, sir.“ Ls rt 
8 ; * How, can. * 7" offended. you | 
i this Wenig cannot recollect 
doing any thing, except asking you 
how, vou did, just before I zet out for 
my walk could that offend y Jou?“ 
. | do 


Ll 


„ 
— — 
41 do not care; I am determined 
to shoot that hare in spite of you:” 
What hare do you * I have 
seen none since yester W 
« Well, I always 5 you 
piteful enough, but never conceived 
you would have been $0 mean as 
to have told a falsehood upon so fool: | 
ish an occasion. Now, you will pre- 
tend to tell me that you have not 
driven away that hare as you did 
yesterday: no, 1 would not believe 
you if you were to swear it.“ 
41 hold [sweatiig in too ges vene- 
ration to sport with it in” such a 
trifing manner: if I. have said that 
I have not seen it, my assertion is to 
me as sacred as though 1 had ak. 
teued it in ten thousand eourts / | 
A Judicatures.., - 


xx HARE. 
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judicature; and as to being guilty of 
" falshood, no occasion, whether 
| foolich or serious, will justify my con- 


Adauct in that respect.“ 


« You may say what you. please, 
but 1 will not believe it, and U— _ 
lere appeared to be so much ob- 

stinate malice in these assertions, that 
I dreaded to what lengths the un- 
governable temper of disappointed 
rage might proceed. I felt for my 
protector, and was resolyed to Shew 
my gratitude for the kindhess be had 
already bestowed, and for that which 
be evidently intended to have ex- 
ercised. towards, me. The purest in- 
tentions that ever emanated from the 


a benevolent breast, have heen 'bale- 


nf in their ee and ap- 
er gg ket Far 
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— ———— 
parently unproductive of the ex- 
cellent result which they were in 
tended to effect. No sooner have 
they commenced their career, than 
up starts some left-handed circum- 
Stance to thwart them into seeming 
evil: but the truth is, that creatures 
are Short-sighted; while: the Deity has 
an eye that takes in at once the whole 
horizon; that views: causes and con. 
sequences, and in hose hands: is 
the balance of justice. It is our's to 
plan, but the disposal is not in our 
power, and we should humbly bow 


to the will Te 4 


betide us. ni tio ta5svy 4 | 
Wicht che. . ee 

preventing any future! altercation, I 

. forth, determined to expose 
"ny G myself 


62 THE! HART. | 
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myself to injury, rather than that ob- 
stinacy should retire unconvinced of 
its error, or that rage hould usurp the 
empire over reason. There, Said 
my defender, “ will you be>conyinced 
| now-——yonder goes:the object of your 
Pursuit, and Jam glad to see that. it is 
 copletely out of yout reach“ 
Now I might very 1 den 
ph” © AER unperceived, hut I made 
a rustling on purpose to be ob- 
served. # Where, Where, said 
the . eee Short about, we 
_ sce whether. she is out of gun: 
He turned in haste, his gun 
was, OS it went off in his hand- 
My heart ws torn ꝙuith anguish:when 
1 beheld my champion start, his arm 
eee at his Side ; he 
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author of the mischief stood thun- 
derstruck, his eyes rivetted to the 
ground, vhilst the other, binding up 
his arm with his handkerciuey im- 
mediately retired,” — == 
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My thoughts shall fix, ar lates: wish depend 


On thee. ; 
Paion. 


—— 


F 


1 WAS. too much interested for my 
benefactor not to ſeel a more than or- 
dinary share of anguiſh. upon this un- 
fortunate exent: I cyrividered myself 
as the author {the mischief, but it 
was a consolation to me that 1 was 
guiltless of any evil intention, and 
when 1 reflected upon. the motives 
by which-my conduct was governed, 
I; fg} no cause for reproach. I 

| wished 


wished" much to see my wolthded 
friend once more strolling near iy] 
haunts, that I might ascertain whether 
he had really received such an injury, 7 
as precluded hitn from the enjoyment 
of stirring abroad, and re- visiting 
scenes in Which be had, apparently, 
received so much pure satisfaction. 
My expectations were disappoliited 
the erening came, and 'the mor 
came; another and another tl u 
Eeded; and thy anxieties were - 
Aümsed; Ae was not to Be Beheld iy 
ben che heath culling weer Bower ts 
"al" it 581 iu thn OAT; 4 


13 Jy! 17 TAC 
1 —— bat ar the a away, ; 
do meet the tun upon the upland xn. afl 


—_— reader may imagine chat he 


wi, perhaps,” at chis time . 
BD. G3 | ing. 


ing, 0 bed — his:friends 
And parents weepingaround; perbayp 
ahead), laid in the;cold7 cold gras 


while all were lamenting the prema 
5 ture extinction of -thase Buxtuss aq 
: that genius, whichz.. might ;hayp 
 arouzed 2 people's amian, ad 
2 led: lame. i For my o 


I can amt that my ate of cuspenge 


NANO h no , meang,epviabley, af 

Jude d, to. be, conyinced A 
Aich Already, mourned. the los 
if Exemplary ,benevglenee, and. the 
Airs, end. 1 had yen HN name 
all the — race. I had caughta 
glimpse of goodness, and. the picture 


drive 2.111 11 


had charmed mes; Yate no. ner 


ag it prevented, chamit was Hxried 
enam my; sight. Jgginatign 
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reprosantef him as erging, or bear- 
ing about him a wound that might 
emhitter che Suff ef dfe; how. Mere 
my fears and mMF.cureertainty to he 
agmoped, Phe. information, Hel 
Lanxioushy expegted, Nas denied amgg 
he. ngyer mare-apReared:'to F256 We 
of my, apprebensigns, and relegse my 
aching: bosom fromgitꝭoppresyiont - 
1Bubwhilecl Mas abgarbed in. these 
bn oe reflections,,a dense of my 
imme diatg daher D mn Kah 
the gpptewplation! f che disasters.gf 
Rather, My utmost vigilance; 99h 
became; doubly ,peceogary t ; PR 
ehren 30 Bonn contipual als, 
hi ich, fell, 591 pick pon meu! apt 


Fat fe was. pndered more miterdbe 
han it had ever been before. Mis 
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Waed, and ther feaper cuttied his 


ide 16 Or, R AH un an 
IF: Despairing'sf beholding my bene 
factor agi, T removed myself 16- 
tall) frotn ite fatak heath, where I nb 


Jofiger' expectech to remain securd. 


Now on all Sckes ue yellow harvest 


Sickle to che feld 21 knew thut dhe 
Winter of the, yedt mußt qulckhy 


come, arid therefbre was determined 


te Proride wir its well as 'wisih 
my power. Wat tlas reflection 1 
vught- 4 bet hiditig place, and 1 


dec dpon et, as I thought, of tb 
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eck wood 600 0 large batt, ap- 
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the briar and the nettle grew 
abundantly around. Between this 

building and tie hedge I hay con- 
cealed; and congratulated myself upon 
the advantages of my situation; but 
I kad not been long here, before my 
quiet was disturbed; I was found 


out by eneinics equally as implacable 


as men or dogs, but not go cruel ag 
the former, because impelled by the 
imperious demands of hunger and 
necessity, and merely obeying the 
call of sell preservation. The fox 
discovered my retreat, and used all 
his craftiness to destroy me: the yo- 
racious weasel thirsted to sueE my. 
blood; the pole-cat, and all the 
vermin of the field were bent upon 
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my: destruction, I soon found out 
that I was iti the heighbourhood off 
large farri - xard, contequently, that ] 
Was thus: :exposed to the i attabks: of 
animal much inferior to myself in 
sine, hut to which! E-entertained a 
oafinyincible avermon;' Llamented 
 mj:batd-rfate; that I ad no sooner 
aher auplace of retreat, but I owwas 
amn Bed toabandon dt; I thought 
mat tbgarbole brute arention seemed 
tat beim deague against my life; 1 


envied che condition ef the feathered 


* race boch bchappy birds; gat I within 
sal, eh! that, had the. wings 


Oh: a; bied b: Datei Iz r uo! * 
 2:iBurgly.6 of ab--4he; aims that 
Swell zbsde sth. the Hag of. heaven, 
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I am the most persecuted among 


„ — 
it a hare is the most persecuted, and 
a 

II hares; 
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Poor is the triumpùi o'er the timid hare. oF 
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Who can forbear to smile with nature? Can 
The stormy passions in the bosom roll, 


| While every be is peace, n 
e | N e 
| RB is a aaticfaction ddoke av- { 
tumn that far surpasses the raptures 
f "0 g or the expectations of sum 
It is the eyening of the year, 
os the contemplative mind te- 
ceives a tranquil delight from the im- 
pression of the abundant beauty and. 
fertility that beams around. Nhe 
green liveries of 5pring are bes, 
durable; ; the winter is Just overpast, 
N H 2 and 
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and veg getation revives anew; gs 
blade springs delicate, and the bud 
shoots tenderly : pleasurable are the 


bright days of summer; they an- 
nounce that the fruits of the earth are 


advancing to their maturity; but far 
more pleasurable still are the luxu- 


riant days f au¹ẽẽꝭq n; the sight and 
the palate are then variously gratified 
with, a delicipus profusion : nature 
displays a picture. of the richest co- 
lors and magst transcendent harm6+ 
nies, she spreads a table of the: 


choicest luxuries: he heart of man is 


gladdened; be, casts his eyes around, 


and lo! the fruits of. his labors, arg 


poured abroad; the. corn gracefully 
| bends its waving stalks; its cars are 


Peale towards 1 earth, as though 
| they 
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they would return” he gane 'ONCS 
more into its prolific bosom, un- 
less prevented by the sickle, and they 
admonish the reaper that his hotir is 
ee The clustering grape and 
he twining bop invite the hand of 
" gatheter; and the luscious apple” | 
js seen from afar upon the bending 
bough. Behold the reward of his 
tolls, the consummation of his hopes 
and -wishes ; this prospect of plenty 5 
hould expand bis heart with yniver- 
xl benevalence, and teach him ta 
render others partakers of the blessinga 
which he most abundantly enjoys. 
As fur as his power extends, every 
thing houl@' share his feelings, and 
exult with Him in the possession „ 
Fenes we plefity; but no, hie emo 
e en e, 
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tis, he is chiefly his own enemy ; 
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———————— 
tions are often. transient; pride, pas- 
sion, or interest, step in, and the door 
that was opened is closed again. 
However, if he could not be posi- 
tively bounteous, he might possess 
the virtue in a negative degree; he 
might, at least, leave the native te- 
nants of the field unmolested, and 
not disturb the . economy of gentle 
nature's reign. Observe what he 
does: at this season particularly, he 
lets his fury loose upon them; like a 
tyrant glutted at a full banquet, he issues 
orders for the slaughter of an innocent 
multitude, and exults to join in the 
massacre and contribute his share; 
all his wants are amply gratified; 
this abundance gives him indolence, 
this indolence induces cruelty. In 
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he exchanges Serenity for tumult, — 
the wise will not wy him his ex- 
change. | 
I appeal to the foelinge heart which 
kindles at the contemplation ef na- 
tural beauties, and experiences within 
that harmony and delight which it 
beholds without, to ora) it is 50 8 
joy. . 
This alsch chsenl bre 
game of death! Surely the lovers of 
such savage pastimes must be, in 
a great measure, insensible to the 


charms of creation: they may affect” 


to feel; them; but, if they did in 
reality, the influence would be such 
as must estrange them from barba 


rity, for they benignantly i inspire se- 
renity and . not agitation 


and 
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and fęrocity; or the-hermit: would 
neyer xetixe from the busy world to 
the most sequestered spot, if he did 
not hope to find there that quiet which 
the cxoud denies: and enjoy, without 
intrasion, his maple dish and hothely! 
fare j his deygtions| undisturbed; his! 
passions subdued by religious con 
templation and a holy calm, But, it 
should seem as if man, unsatisfied 
with the uproar and confusſon of the 
populous city, where che violence of 
passions & lords it wide, were en- 
vious of the sertmity of rural scenes, 
and must needs be ambitions! of 
disturbing the quiet of the groves and 
woods. It he wisit the'countifuwith 
dhese intentions, een ee, 
teils en Mh ν Vl 
1 . 
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that he professes td enjoy it, he de- 
ceives himself, and aets imjurious h 
towards it; and, if all the game that 
the brakes and fields produce were to 
be destroyed, the one half of tho 
who profess a taste for the charms of 
nature, would discover their error. 
These do but transfer the turbulence 
of their spirits from the croud to the 
retirement; and, when they are 
wearied of engaging in conflict with 
their fellow tures, th they turn- the 
tide of their 276i) 60 upon the brute 
creation. They ransack earth, air, 
and water for their victims; and, 
when they have immolated them, 
they call it sport. He who would 
acquire a knowledge of true rural 
4A Praun 
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pleasures, Should adopt the advice 
6 > DAS 177 


” i * | 14.3 I Wer 
1 ene n tranquil acene? mY 


Besure your bosoms be serene; 
Devoid of hate, devoid of itriſe, 36 30 
-, Devoid of all that poisons life: - | 


And much it *vails you, in their place, © 
1: To graſt-(ud.lovp of, Pony an 105 
Sugpesroxz. 
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Avaunt, away ! the cruel sway, 
Tyrannic man's dominion ; 
The sportsman's joy, the murd'ring ci, 
he flutt' ring gory pinion. 


n 


Dxrven from haunt to haunt, I 
knew no place of rest, and thought 
myself the most miserable creature 
in existence. I now took shelter 
upon a woody declivity, where the 
axe had not for an age disturbed the 
silence of the spot, or laid low the 
leafy honors of the spreading beech 
and knotted oak : these over-canopied 
my heads. and tangled under oe 

el 
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protected all the avenues to my re- 
cess. The foliage, changing its so- 
ber green for tints the most luxuriant, 
announced that, ere long, the shade 

would be thinnd. 
One morning I heard guns resound 
from various parts of the country, 
and could not imagine the cause. 
From the traits which I had occasion 
to discover in the disposition of man, 
I thought it not improbable that there 
might be two contending parties mu- 
tually incensed, and at war with each 
other. However, if possible, I re- 
solved to discover the source of this 
disturbance, although I was deter- 
mnined, at the same time, not to ha- 
zard much in the enquiry. If men 
wes ending with men, they 
1 | | you 
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would hardiy turn aside to molest 
me; I chould be an object beneath 
their notice; yet I was bent upon 
caution. I, therefore, stole gently 
upwards: to a grassy mound, which 
peeped above the tops of the trees, 
and from the brow of which I had 
a survey of a most extensive country. 
There I posted myself, and, like a 
vigilant centinel, was eager to ob- 
zerve the motions of my enemy. The 
nolses still continued at intervals, 
sometimes resounding from a great 
distance, where it would be impos- 
eible for the eye to discern any thing 
distinctly: at other times nearer; but 
the explosion was generally single, 
or rarely more than two following 
ny others in rapid succession: some- 
a 12 times, 


THE HARE. 

B  — — ————C— 
times, just at the moment before the 
explosion, I fancied that I savv a flash, 
and immediately aſterwards, smoke 
arising from some of the fields be- 
low, and discerned, here and there, 
men crossing the fields in an oblique 
direction. I fancied also that they 
were attended by dogs, and this in- 
creased my alarm. At length, in a 
stubble, immediately below the wood, 
J saw two large dogs bound over 
the fence, which were presently fol- 
lowed by two men, each with a gun 
in his hand. I feared to return 
to my form, and yet I feared to 
stay; at last, however, I adopted 
the former expedient, because I con- 


| £ ceived that I should be legs exposed 


in case they should advance into the 
N £6] IS wood : 
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wood: my heart fluttered as I de · 
scended, but I descended in safety. ; 

Scarcely had I Secured my retreat, 
when I plainly heard the men speak 
to each other, and To hoꝰ was pro- 
nounced . with such a lengthened hol- 
low tone, as threw me again into a 
tremor: I almost doubted whether I _ 
was not the objett of reseurch, and 
yet I knew not well how. that could 
be; but I was. ignorant how: far the 
power of those awful beings men 
and dogs, extended, and therefore 
my suspence was: awful. In an in- 
stant 1 Was released; both guns were. 
let Off, and I remained unhurt. bY 
heard: the flutter of many wings 
above my head, and dooking up- I 


bebeid gt of partridges, who 
; FR hy wh I 2 wheeled 


w” 
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wheeled: off, and passed away -with- 
out crossing over the wood; but one 
poor bird unable to keep uf with the 
rest of bis companions, screaming 
piteously, flew faintly to the ground, 
aud hid itself upon the bank, close 
at my side. The sportstnen, I sup- 
pose, did not observe it had dropped, 
for they immediately departed, as I 
imagined, in punsubt of tho numerous 
part of the covey, which had: flo 
into the vaik. „Thus they relieved 
me from dnxiety upon my own ac- 
count; but they had presented a 
shocking spectacle to my eyes. {If 
sportsmen knew the agotiies.' of 2 
wounded bird, left io pine aud to pe- 
rish alone, those in whom the feel- 
oy” 'of ny ave hot-ontirely-ob- 
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lterated, would hesitate upon che 
propriety'of drawing a trigger.” They 
intend, it is true, to take the life; . 
but, instead of this, they often mam, 
and the bird escapes, wherefore they 
qhould not venture upon $0 hazardous 
a condition. I beheld the poor crea: 
ture mangled and bleeding, and rol 
ling itself upon the ground in excess 
of agony, or sitting disconsolate, 
with its head tucked under its dyoop- 
ing wing. 'Theard its mournful cries; 
and beheld its distress without being 
able to relieve its anguish. I would 
have retired, but for the fear of being 
myself overtaken by a like calamity, 
I was, therefore, obliged to witness - 
misery, which rent my heart; but 


the #57 gs of which I could not alle 5 
2. viates! 8 


* 


Vite. Till now, 1 had not known 

that these birds were equally the 
objects of persecution with our- 

selves; and much did I marvel, that 
man, who seemed a being of such 

power and wisdom, should stoop 

to such acts of cruelty, and conde- 

| Scend. to become such an. execu- 

tioner ; but I was taught a lesson of | 
- content, and learned to think my- 

elf, for the future, by no means 

a most mienble of 1055 creatures. 
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ul dusk relieved, me at least from 
sights and sounds of woe; With the, 
lengthe ning shadows I went forth to 
seek my usual subsistence, and when 1 | 
returned, 1 found that the e a 
bird was; noa more. "2 


me so much on the preceding day 
were renewed the next morning with 
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the light, and my apprehensions 
were perpetually kept awake for my 
- own safety: the neighbourhood of 
these birds was by no means favor- 
abs; Where they had been once dis- 

covered, thither their persecutors 


Would I certainly return, and my only 


- — u ̃᷑ꝓC—— —  - 


security was to retire to a Steeper 
part of the declivity, where the woog 
Was more impervious. This I easih 
e an and although I could 
not preFerit these notseg from assault- 
ing my ears,” yet I was more at ease 
with Wega t 0 personal safety. From 
day to 0 n dame wat was kon- 
tinued with the- utmost vigor, as 
ſtdougli the object of It Rad been 
1 p6thing' less than the utter extermina- 
F ou of all the” feathered vibes; And 


1 learned 
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I learned one evening frotn f . 
perienced hare; whotn-F Met wit UM 
chance; kbar the skusoh for Mivotinly 

had just eommencrd vi at the same 
time he also warned fie; that us cruel 
ati attack would sert, Be. made 
upon alt our face ds sf us Me 
com should bes eempleteiy Secured! 
within the barns: he added many 
cationary hints with respect to my- 
self, hidtt he- had uetf]ed by long 
observatihnz⸗ Raving Been Hillel ses 
veral mes Monte d, but having had 


the good betone 16 Hlodpe uhu - 


Theard his remarks with attention? 
and pvSHIsed 0 obzerve” them, br 
Kill theught that they would not be 
ory ts me; Whose speed ngk 
engen miglit mate With the most 
17ND | vigorous 
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-  _ vigorous of our species. Hitherto 
I had very little idea, of the sagacity 
of dogs, and of their wonderful 


powers of scenting ; or, if I had been 
acquainted: with these to their full 


extent, I should have learned to 


think more humbly , of myself, be- 
fore sad 6 to check 
my pride. 

The day was, and. * Fn: sun 
bad not yet penetrated the heavy va- 
pours Which hoyered over the earth: 
I was roused from slumber by the 
sound of a horn echoing from far 
. over the opposite hills; again it 
stronger to my attentive ears. I 
started to my post of observation, I 


could See pothing; the haze was 
. wy / "1 driven 
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driven before the wind, and a drizz- . 
ling rain descended. Present 1 
heard through the woods, the cries 
of dogs sounding from different qua- 
ters; this had not lasted long, when, 
on a sudden, a multitude of them 
raised their various tones all at once, 
and the shouts of men were added 
to swell the dreadful tumult. I gues- 
sed the cause, and lamented the 
fate of the unhappy sufferer, whom 
they followed apparently with unre- 
mitting ardor: all the savage soul 
of game was up; and now I could 
faintly discern dogs, horses and 


men straining up a steep thicket, and 


then rushing over a wide heath with 
the utmost fury; they glanced along 
wich such velocity that they were 


soon 


96 THE' HART. | 
as 1 ATE. — 2 - , . 


oon out of Sight and bearing; and, 


_ - Indeed, the heaviness of tha air was 


— thought” that, perhaps, kaving over- 
taken the unfortunate, they were 


ttearing it quivering limb om limb, 


and pouring its blood upon the 
ground, as a libation to their insatiate 
cruelty; from this consideration, I 
began to reflect upon my own state; I 
think that my turn may come next, and 
that it behoves me to be prepared to 
meet the calamity with resolution. Be- 
wildered in a maze of opinions, at one 
moment adopting one plan, at the next 
rejecting it started again. Sure it 
is not an illusion: the sound returns, 

by degrees it grows leuder and 

louder; men, horses and dogs ap- 
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pear re-tracing the heath they had 80 | 
lately crossed; they rush again down 
the thicket, and J lose sight of them 
in the wogdlands: the echoes of the 
neighbouring hills return the horrid 
din, and the woods themselves re- 
sound like a vaukted chamber. Hor- 
ror seized my trembling limbs: I 


shuddered at the approaching fate of 


the victim: but, suddenly; the sound 
ceased; a dreadful pause ensued, 
like the silence that prevails between 


the boisterous gusts of the tempest:— 


now, surely they are murdering— 
no- the tumult is resumed, but not 
80 universally; hark, the voices of 
men animating their fellow-laborers to 
the bloody work ;—hark 1 they ply | 


the. a they blow che born+ 
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£ but the cry of the dogs is weakened; 
one by one they send forth theit 


notes; by degrees they die away; 
and are heard only at long intervals. 
The sun now burst through the 
clouds, and his fervid beams drank 
up the morning rain; mid-day, was 
passed: I heard the bugle again; the 
cover was quitted, I saw the spotted 
pack summoned and conducted 
homeward. The train slowly returned 
over the uplands with languid pace, 
as though fatigued with the exertions 
of the day; but whether they re- 
tired satiated, or nd. I 
could not ascertain., 
For a few hours longer I was cer- 
binn gecure from them, and I re- 


ahbe n these in gra» 
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ding my curiosity, and discovering 
t what I could of the 5 of this 
Lock warfare. - 
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O pity *twere that hearts which knew no guile 
Should ever feel the pangs of ruth or wrong. 
o BowLzs. 


ard appeared upon the 
brow of modest evening, faintly 


twinkling before I ventured to Sally 
forth. At the hour when the vir- 


tuous among men sit down to rest in 
the bosom of their families from the 


toils of the day, and to enjoy what 
they have dearly earned by the sweat 


; of t their a at tae hour of com- 


Posute 


— 


pond" it WT car" delight fo roam 
in quest of sustenänce, without in- 
truding upon the concerns of 'othets: 
nor is the first beam of morning less 
our own; before the village fund has 
shaken off sleep, or drive this team 
a field, we satisfy the” demands of 
nature; and no Sooner does he ap 
pear than we retire. 80 uninterfering 
are we, that when he is at home we 
are abroad; when he is abroad we 
are then at home. Vet how strange 
chat a being so harmless and unob 
trusive in its nature, should be 80 
eagerly attacked and harassed from 
its quiet; we only ask to be Jeft at 
ease, to remain unobserved as we 
are unobserving, and even this pri- 
Moe is refused us. We must be 

K 3 dragged 


| dragged from aur retreat, and ex- 
sed to every species of outrage. 
But thus it is with human mature, 
that those things which most retire 
from observation, are most sought 
after and desired. The diamond 
which, is obtained with excessive 
| difficulty is held in the highest esti- 


mation, and hewn from the mine in 


the bowels of the earth to glitter in 
the diadem. The. N is dragged 
up from the. bottom the sea that 
laves the past of 92 omandel :— 
hid beneath the rolling waves, and 
buried within the tenacious shell of 3 
fish, the fearless divef descends to its 
bed at the, hazard, of. bis life, and 

_ tearing it. thence, DEAF away his 

| e en he ghory, L js: ,*-5 -:;; ol 
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Those“ who delight in our tor- 
ments, state the superlative advan» 

ges which we enjoy whose legs are 
50 fleet, and whase arts of preserva- 
tion are so numerous; and, though 
we cannot openly defend ourselves by 
force, that our craft supplies the place 
of arms. Now, if our case be im- 


partially taken into consideration, N 


* A book has been written to shew the-variety of 
means which man has invented for the destruction of 
our species. Whether the author, from compunction, 
or. not; it cannot be supposed that I am acquainted 
with; but he suppressed the sale for near a dozen 
years, and the sportsman was universally disappointed. 
An unlucky wight of a bookseller, sypposipg he 
might reap some advantage, and gratify the de- 
wroyers of our pape, published a splendid edition of 
the work, which gained universal approbatipn: but, 
no sooner did its author hear of the advantage likely 
to be derived by this man of words, than he institute 
a suit in chancery against him, which was carried on 
by him, or his coadjutors, with as much avidity as he 
9 done as it of a forlgyn late. IE 

| * will 
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will appear that we are one of the 
least secure of all those animals which 
are pursued either for Pleasure or 
upon the score of necessity. If the 
more ferocious beast be rouzed from 
its lair, after it has fled until it can 
fly tio farther, it turns in its own de- 
fence, and employs its fangs and 
talons against its pursuers : the lion, 
in the desatt of Africa, struggles 
against the Moorish huntsman; and 
the tiger, in the luxuriant plains of 
India, faces about against its princely 
destroyer, and, in despair, attacks 
the elephant upon which he is mount - 
ed the wild-boar and the wolf die 
not unrevenged, and when they are 

overtaken in the chace: many a dog 
falls a victim to. weir * rage: 
| the 
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dhe stag umd at biy the wily fox 
is pursurd to its earth: the otter 
grapples, with the strongest hound, 
amid tht turbid streams, and dies in 
defence dt his native haunts: the 
hare: Stfrely is, after ally thie most des 
ſendeless, and has only its speed und 
| WE cagacity to preserve it, qualifications 
which, when they are balanced against 
the strength and sagacity of the hound, 
will not appear to be of that im- 
portance which we may at first 
imagine, The hare starts away, and 
is out of sight almost immediately. 
But there exists a breed of dogs 
(the greyhound) that can overtake it 
in its swiftest moments; and the pa- 
tient beagle follows it with invincible 
asiduity, threading its mazy doubles 
| over 
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over lawn and through thicket, until 
he | wearies: it cut: its sagacity is 
vaunted;'those, however, who: have 
beheld the chace, know that the 
hound is as sagacious in following as 
then] are the Nena advantages 
r AN . 1 1 
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Then down the lawns I ran—- 
Through paths and turnings oſten trod by. day, | 
Till, guided by _ _ I found the place: 

| M ron. 


— 
* N * 
A 
* 


BND my course to the low= 
lands, I strolled through the plains 
which had so lately been a part of the 
theatre of the ravages I had beheld, 
The print of the hoofs of horses and 
the feet of dogs were visible upon 
the moist earth, and the fences were 
here and. there destroyed and torn up 
by the despoilers: gates were thrown. 
ide, and banks broken down: con- 
fusion 
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— — ne 
fusion and disorder were introduced 


to mar the industry of the farmer, 
who would have cause “ to rue the 
hunting of that day” when he should 
survey his clover trodden down just 
as ĩt was springing up, and his hedges 
broken; and when he should reflect 
that the diligence of a week could 
Hardly atone for the idleness of an 
hour. Following the course of the 
| brook which flowed in the bottom, 
and which I observed had in several 
places been crossed, I arrived at a 
gate leading into a stubble; through 
which I had no sooner crept, than ! 
Heard at a little distance something 
_ gently moving across the path-way: 
Iimmediately took alarm, but flight 
Was . and how shall 1 
R 5 deseribe 


I n 10 
describe my emotions when the mi- 
;erable object whose sufferings I had 
lamented; and whose fate I had pre- 
maturely deplored, appeared befare 
me. I had mourned its death, but 
it was still alive, although it had been 
driven to tlie very brink: of despair 
and destruction fits fur was all dab- 
bled: in bloods: and rough with the 
night dew and. the water of the stream. 
It seemed like a mournful ghost rising 
before my astonished sight: part of 
its shoulder had been A 5 
it limped heavily along t:: 
I apptosched to; condole with it, 
wd. offer all! the assistance that lay 
within the compass of my limited: 
powers. It informed me that it had 
_ 2 . ee a most mi- 
l eee 
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for that at 2 ich by 
one bf tlie pack, whose teeth had 
verely torn it upon its shoulder: 
kiborihg under such & dlsadvantage 
ur theboutset, that it was then driven 
about until all its strength and spirit 
failed q chat at lengtk, just as it was 
upon the point of resigning itself to its 


merciless Pursuersy by an effort it 


piunged into the brook is a last re: 
source; then swimming to the mid - 


dle of it, there la Concealed among 
some rushes i A Hol6 of the stream, 
with only its mouth and nostrils 


just sufficientiy above the water 10 


- prevent it from being suffoeated : that 


fer some time spent in fruitless re: 
Seirehf the spörtsmen had retifed 


deckariung at their departure that they 


would 


* 
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would n to * * __ n. 
ſuture dax. | 
1; The Ges * its tochoncth 
the! greatest resignation, and added 
a remaerk, which immediately ex- 
cited my oumosity and astonighinent— 
to this stream, it observed, that it 
had owed the greatest misfortune f 
its life ; but that it had also been in- 
debted to it for the preservation of 
that life, and that the late benefit had 
Rade some amends for che former in- 
jury e during the floods of winter this 
stream had swept away its helpless 
infant charge, and they had all 
perished in the torrent, but the mo- 
ther. had at length been reeom- 
| pensed, by its affording her an ab- 

" lum from the fury of her murderers, | 
— = I *', _— 
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I had surveyed the stranger with the 
deepest attention, and, though dis- 
figured with mire, and de formed by 


aà wound, I recognized my mother! 


Of my feelings upon this. occasion 
I shall say nothing: there are those 


among mankind who laugh at. feel- 


ings, and the rest need not to be 


wWrought up into sympathy by a long 


discussion; their breasts will do mie 
juztice, and ta their imagination 1 
submit the Sensations I experienced 
when we became known to each 


Othez, I had bewailed her mis, 
fortune as a gtranger, but I was spared 


the agony. of knowing that my own 


parent was the unfortunate cufferer, 
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at the time when 1 beheld the per- 


secution from a distant height. 

She was eager to know how I had 
been preserved, unprotected as I was 
at so tender an age. 1 related to her 
the history of my life since we parted, 


and in return she informed me of her 


wn. Upon the fatal night that se- 
parated us, she had in vain attempted 
to save her offspring, but it Was 
with difficulty that she could preserve 
her own life : since the loss of us, he 
remained in a solitary abode, not 
having experienced any subsequent 
serious afflictions, for her age and ex: 


perience gaye her advantages which! 
had not possessed. Her troubles, 
however, had returned with autumn, 
since "tho had been * coursed | 


L3 4 R 


2 


* 


a. few days befote;: and with the! ut- 
most difficulty escaped the jaws of 
the greyhounds, by reaching the cop- 
pice from which she had this morn- 
ing been driven by the pack: she 
thought it unsafe to remain any 
longer in the open fields, but there 
was danger even in that retreat which 
seemed most secure from harm. How 
happy was I to be able to make some 
return for that care which had pro- 
tected me in my /helpless days! J 
hasted to conduet ber ta a spot 
which had hitherto been unmolested 
by the clang of the - whip, or the 
shout of the huntsman, where- she 


might repose until her wounds were 


healed and her spirits renewed? 1 


= e's her in my form, and con- 


\ Knete 


*tructed another at her side, that 1 
might watch over her with unremit- 


ting assiduity, and ' omit nothing of 
comfort which it was in my power 
to bestow, 

Here was another lesson, bitter but 
useful. The discontent which I had 
so long harboured within my bosom 
took flight at this mournful example 
of persecution; and I learned also, 
from the comparison of our: fates, to 
deem myself most happy, in that, 
although I had undergone much 
suffering, I had escaped such ex- 


quisite misery. From the firmness 
with which my mother supported 


her afflictions, I was taught the 


value of resignation. The mind that 
possesses this, .can feel a calm amid 


the 
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the jarring of conflicting elements, a 
sunshine within when the storm rages 
without ; it 1s attuned ta harmony, not 
to be Farber by petty accidents, 


and can vibrate sweet music, like the 


harp of ZEolus, even in the enn 
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Now 6s the nightly g thief 1 
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FroM day to day I enjoyed the 
satisfaction of beholding my parent 
recover beneath my fostering care. 
At morn; and night I collected pro- 
yender for her, and brought it in my 
mouth until she was able once more 
to forage for herself; and now that 
she had acquired strength to ga 
forth by my side, I led her to the 


pegrast pastures, and shewed ber 
a where, 
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— — 5 With the least 8 ho 
might seek her own food. Thus the 
exertions of my duty were crowned 
with all the success that I could de- 


sire, and the pleasure of becoming 


thus Serviceable, repayed me ſor every 
toil, ard made me forget every 
danger. i eee 
One evening we 8 to our 
respective pastures the sun was de- 
clining upon the bills, and Shot his 
slanting rays towards the vales, which 
were beginning to be wrapped in a 
breadth of hade: the moor-hen 
sported among the oziers of the lake, 
and the rook returned slow Sailing to 
his airy nest: Trvas light of heart, and 
sported gaily onward to seek fresh 
ppastures and explore the yale: night 


soon overtook! me, aelightfu as thats 


described by the'bard, 7 ht 
Night is calm and faie'; blue; 
starry; settled is night. The winds; 
with the''elouds,” are gone. They 


sink Behind the hill. The moon is 


upon the mountain. Trees glister: 
Streams Shine en the rock; Bright 
tolls the settled lake; bright the 
«foam of the vüle. Ilie breezes: 
drive the blue! mist Slowly over the 
narrow vale: It rises on the hilly and 
joitis its head to heaven Night is 
settled; calm, blue, 7 N 
with the moon . i Ai 71 
- Tratispotted with Aekgbt, N 
dared! Tong among the meadows, in- 
| wp oy curiosity, and axe 


'y 7 
58 1 11 : * # @a* 


* 


ile _ = 
* 


my 


% 
* -£ 
1 


120 THE HARE: 


— — — — 


my; palate. amid SCenery. of such re- 
splendent beauty, until I began to 


think it high time to retrace my steps: 


but as I was loitering in a stubhle, 
through the gleam I. faintly dis: 
cerned some persons at a distance, 
who appeared to be coming towards 
me, but 50 silently did they] advance 
that L hardly heard, their tread. I. 
turned to ſiy from them, for my sus 
poigions were awakened asſto the vl. 

tue of tlleit designs but 1, Saw: 


another also approaching, from the! 


quarter by. which. I intended tohave 
retreated, and he was gently 16ading 


5 horse. Thus b closed in I remained 


in my-gityatign, and gqueczed . 


5 5 self into, a ifurrows,. Where, 1 trusted, 
| 1 $h6uld remain \ unnoticed, and 
ee 


Tu HE 
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should have an opportunitꝭ of slip- 
ping away as soon as they had gone: 
by. I was at a loss to account for 
these silent proceedings Which di- 
sturbed me: I distinguished- the 

| footsteps of the horse crossing the 

beid several times, from hedge to 
bedge; and now I could hear low 
whispers: presently a covey rushed 

by me through the stubbles, and 1 

felt 'a, net ated thrown. over 

me. 011. Lang | : 
At the idea of tire: * con- 
fnement I started away; yet, alas! 
it was but lost labour; I did but en- 
angle myself the more in my circling 
prison, and I rolled over and over 
upon the. ground, unable either to 
extuicaty, myself or to make any, use 
7 M of : 


W „ a7 
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mesbes eonfutedly twined: My Cave 


| without the least eompunbtion, ran 
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of my Hinbs, atbund which che 


was hopeless, and EF saw with the 
utmost Horrot the men run up to re- 
lieve me from my present calarnity 
only to plunge me into a greater. 
In low tones they expressed their 

satifaction as to the bodty®they Had 
gained: one of them quickly brouglt 
2 bag into which were chrowen the 
unfbrtenste. covey, who; to add to 
the comfort of my situation, were, 


led one by one in my sight. 
Now, indeed, I gave myself 4565 
lost: this specimen of the merciless 
hands into which I had fallen, de- 
prived me of any ground for tlie least 
| ray * and every limb 
| wenn 
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trembled when they proceeded to 
take me out of the net. 
After some difficulty, and 000 
suuggling on my part, who dreaded 
the touch of a hand almott as much 
as. I should ann, 
was firmly secured. 
Now, while one of the party bee 
me, a deliberation ensued, the sub- 
ject, of which was, whether it would 
be best to kill me. No unfortunate 


Prisoner at the mock trial of a mas- 
Sacre, gver awaited the decision of 
his sanguinary judges with more im- 


patience than I expected my sen- 
tence. One of them said, that in all 


probability they should not take 
another hare that night, and as he 


had N ae to procure one, 
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that I had therefore better be killed: 
another urged that he had been 
offered something considerable for 


the first that he could take alive; 


and that it was a great chance if 
another could be caught so well pre- 
served as in the present instance. 
The advice of the latter 'prevailed, 
and it was resolved, at least for a 
While, to suffer me to remain with 

life; accordingly I was thrust by my- 
self into a bag, whieh being tyed at 


| the mouth, and fixed upon the back 
of the horse, the en ener 
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AFTER passing through many 
gates and gaps, I soon found, by the 
sound of the earth, that we had 
samed the high road. We had not 
proceeded far before we were joined 
by another party; and I discovered that 
these were friends of my conductors, 
and of the same profession, from a con- 
versation which ensued, in which the 
boisterous oath and the rude jest were 
M3 abundantly 
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abundantly given and retorted. These 


| Said, that after having snared five 


| hares, they. were disturbed by the 
| game-kegpers; and, having been 
closely pursued, had very narrowly 
escaped from being taken. However, 
as they had got off with such success, 
they were determined to carouze at 
the house upon the heath. In this all 
the others vety readily. concurring, 
we presently halted; the horse was 
tied up to some pales; and the whole 
company retired into the house, as I 
imagine, for a door was opened and 
closed upon them, and L heard their 


Z vociferous mirth from within. Hav- 


ing continued Same time in high de- 
hate, the subject of Which it was 
4 es at that Toney for me 


f 3 
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to distinguish, one of them came out 
2 and returning to that side of 
the horse where I was suspended, 
untjed: the mouth of my sack; then, 
to my extreme horror, thrust in upon 
me the body of a hare newly killed, 
and yet warm; and loosing the horse 
from the pale, where he had stood 
Shivering in the chill of the n set 
out upon his journey. | 
My state, bad as it had 2 5 
was yet comſortable before to what 
Lat present experienced. It may be 
well conceived, that I was not a little | 
shocked and disgusted to feel the 
| weight of a dead body pressing upon 
me from above; but it was with much 
difficulty that I extricated myself from 
under it; when having no other re- 


source, 


: . 1 © 


| #25 Vc 
source, I was compelled to seat my- 
self upon it. We moved onward, at 
a very uneasy pace, for some time, the 
driver no and then bestowing a few 
blows and curses upontthe patient beast 
who bore us; not satisfied, however, 
with his speęd, and apparently eager to 
hasten home, he maunted, and, not- 
withstanding the additional burthen, 
| urged the horse as fast as he could 
move. If d few minutes, he re- 
laxed his pace to gain breath, oaths; 
stripes, and kicks were again lavished 

2 upon him, until his utmost efforts 
were renewed: If I had required a 
proof of the disposition of my pos- 
sessor, and had previously gained no 
other, these actions had stamped his 
| character at once. A good man is 
E merciful 


LT 
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metcifut' unto His deast; but how” 
was it in the present case My 
dread increased; and I anxiously de- 
sired once more to behold the light of 
day; whether T was then doomed to 
regain "my lberty, or 00 a 1 7 
life.” 4 

What wretch, half FOE. and abet | 
med as J was, under such aggravat- 
ing circumstances, would not wish 
for emancipation, even though he 
should be in danger of death by the 
exchatige ?—The" tortures practise 
1 dome. tyrants, "as the” history "of 


$45 „ 


they tied a -Wing and à dead boch | 
together, tntil, by” à lingering DW 
cess, the living became as the body' 


to which it was attached. Such, for 
a time, 


* a times Was wy y wretched State, and 


ho could I know hut that death 
mist overiake 55 Rene I Mud be 
released? : 

We Stopped: again; 1 could. not 


8B ascertain whether the SUN was bigh; 


but conjectured, that it must be morn- 

ing, þy, the, faigt light that was 6 

discernible h the Jnterytices. of 

I was takep from off the harse,, nd 

conveyed intg a house where the Sacks 
were thrown. ously into 2 


orner mer. No oy indged, 1 bad. for 
| the First, time, an opportunity, ode. 
moving: to some distance from the 
object af my annoyance, and imme- 
2 rept away as far as I could. 
| nn, voſce N above enguired 

of 
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of my possessor w here He had stald 50 


long, and Why de had remained ut 
all the night * To these\quistions/he | 


sarcely vouchsafed to render any an 
swer, or those that he gave were Short 
and chur fish; but presentiy he said, 
I am going out for à little while, 
and, in the mean time, I insist upon 
it that you will not touch those sets 
which I have placed in the corner by 
the window ; if, upon my return 1 
find that you have meddled with 
them, T shall be very angry, 

_=— What sacks?“ returned the suẽ 
voice from! above, «. and what is in 
them that I may not touch them? 
but the words were lost; for; having 
stated his commands, * w dur of 5 
i | 
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e „He had notſbgen lang absent before 
another persen lifted the latch and 
tipped slipshod over the threshold; 
in a few; minutes, some one coming 
to the corner: in which the bags lay, 
| began; to examine their contents: first 
the other, in which were the birds, was 


5 5 opened Al expression of delighted 
Surprise followed: the mouth of that 


in Which I: lay was next lopsened ; 
|  nyheart palpitated with the hopes. of 
escape; but I lay perfedtly Still, until 


1 I discovered the opening; then forth 


14 aushed to the great astopishment of 
"A gaping child, who, in, vain, at- 
4 stop my career: a; back- 
Jr stood open, and I fled. out of 
the house, entering, don a. slip of 
garden, where l concealed myself. in 
2 ö 8 a bed 
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a: bed;of cabbages. The child pur. 


sued mie with many outeries calling 


to its mother to assist in catching 
me. They both hurried into the 
garden, the one crying, and the other 
expressing her dread of the effects of 
her: husband's anger in case I Should 
have completed my escape. How- 
ever, I was soon discovered to their 
great satisfaction; and, in a Seram-» 
bling manner, driven about from one 
bed to another, they attempting to 
catch me; and I not only; attempting 
to elude their hands, but to find; out 
some hole in the-fence through Which 
I might escape ʒi but. I could/discern 
none through which it wauldrhave 
been possible for me to- dra my 2785 
whole body : at last, I drove: with all 


3 my 
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my might against the widest aperture 
which F could observe, hoping that 
ny foree and weight would suffi 
ciently enlarge it to admit me through. 
In this IWus completely disappointed: 
unable either to pass through or to 
return, I stuck fast among the briars 
and was taken. The mother then 


| getitlp reproving ihe ouriosity! of the 


cg,” wrapped me in her apron; and 
they doch returned with me into the 
Hoke] Upfortunatety, while they 
were entering at one door, the father 
ald entered agah at the other. His 
eceumenanee naturally harsh, now 
indled into fury? no sooner did he 
see me in ber hatids, tharr seizing 
me, he thrust me intd my eld confine. 
2 and Wy An tke de- 


fence 5 


nity offers, a * in WM own. he 
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fence of the woman, beat her most 
unmercifully, until screaming she fled 
out of the hause; When removing 
me and the rest of his plunder, he de- 
posited us in some other room, and 
tumed the lock upon us. W 
Alas! thought I, my opinion was | 8 
but toe well founded: here is, at | 
any rate, a consistency of character; ; 


cxyel as he was tg his-horge, Þ be ig s 


cruel in other instancqs also; and the 
snrhtt disposition that prampts à mn 
to behave savagely towards his beast, 
will render him, whenever opporty- 
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Mock d with death, = lengthen'd out 
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SHUT pf within 4 "dap aud 
noisome place, I passed several hours 
without food, and afmost without 
air. In this de plorable condition, 
torn as I was a second time from my 
parent, and excluded from the com- 
forts, and even necessaries of ex- 
istence, I could not much longer 
have continued to support a life now 
no more rendered desirable: but the 
22 ht" {- 1 as calls 
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calls of hunger would have been more | > 


urgent and imperious if my mind 
had been less oppressed with me- 
lancholy reflections, and the fatigue 
of my exertions demanded repose, 
and brought on a slumber. At length 
the. door was opened; I felt myself 
lifted from the YOURE! aud Pte 
away. 

After some time we came A 
hearing of the hum of men, and 
seemed to be entering some populous 
place: for I could discern artificial 
lights' through the texture of my 
covering; whereas, before I Was 
completely enveloped in darkness, 
and the hoises of men and horses as we 
traversed several streets, struck ter- 
ror into me; the crack of the Whip, 
and he rattling of wheels distressed 
XI: me 
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Me beyond measure; but the person 
at whose back ] was suspended, en: 
tered a house, and enquired if the 
master were at home. Here, I fancy, 
he intended to have e of me 
according to the information that he 
had given his companions, when my 
life was the question of debate; but 
here his design was frustrated; for 
he was answered in the ne gative, 
that he had quitted. Gloucester that 
morning, and that be was not. ex- 
pected to return within less than a 
month; upon this disagrecable in- 
telligence he retired, muttering some- 
hing between his teeth, and ap- 
parently httle satisfied with his dis: 
| appointment. Soon, howeyex, he 
5 We . 2 plas e he sold the 
| Lew 
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dead part of his charge, and made a 
bargain with regard tp myself; here 
I again saw the light, nat the light of 

nature and freedom, but was pro- 


duced by the poacher 1 ina small low. 


room, where the air was extremely 


noxious, and where 1 was examined 5 
by the glimmering of a candle, ves. 
dazzling rays I could hardly bear. 


At the conclusion of a conference in 
which my seller extolled and my pur- 


chaser- vilified me, although after- 


wards neither seemed particularly dis: 
pleased with the agreement; I be- 
came the property of ber and 
being released from the horrid: bag, 


was conveyed into a new prison. Of 


my situation, I could not immediately 
form. any distinct idea, for it wag 
dark 


een 


dark when I was Added to il 
and, in truth, I felt but little inclined 
to take much trouble in exploring it, 
although it required no great powers 
of penetration to discover that my 
range was not very extensive: how- 
ever, finding out a warm corner 
where hay had been placed to form 
a bed for me, there I lay close, and 
excess of daemon SOON brought on 

: a deep Sleep. 22 5 
When I awoke, th Weine of the” 
morning struck job: my eye-lids, 
and gave me an opportunity of disco- 
vering where I was placed, and what 
- was-the construction' of my new ha- 
bitation: but how differently did they 
appear! not as they were wont; 
f deten through 18 a leaves 
| and 
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and bespangling every blade of grass 
bur they shot over the roof of a 
house upon which appeared chimnies 
streaming soon after with smoke; no 
chorus of birds was to be heard ca- 
roling to the rising sun, no notes save 
those of a Solitary black-bird; Who, 
confined as well as myself, from a 
wicker cage suspended to the door- 
post of a stable, made the walls re- 
echo to his mournful strains. I Was 
vo longer free to chube iny food from 
the variety which nature grants, but 
in this respect I presently discovered 
that I was not in any absolute want: 
luis might be deemed living in lux - 
ury when compared with the manner 
in which I had passed the day before. 
Las inclosed within a spacious box!” 
hs wired 
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wired- in front, and therefore much 
exposed, but having, a part at each 
end entirely covered in, where I could 
retire, wheneyer I wished- to escape 
observation: I was abundantly sup- 
plied with vegetables, and whatever 
was necessary for me except my li- 
berty; and that I panted for and 
prized above all the comforts that 
men could possibly besto w. 
Izkhe place assigned to me was in 
"Qi yard which belonged to an inn, 
and my box was: fixed against the 
wall, where several eontrivances of 
the Same description above and be- 


low me were allotted to rabbits: and 


here I suffered much from the im- 


pertinent curiosity of every idle gazer, 


for why I een to the most 
511 | a | obscure 
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obscure part of my hutch, it was in 
the power of any one by striking 
upon it forcibly with a stick to teaze - 
me from my hiding-place and drive me 
from one end to the other; then fre- 
quently the indolent ostlers and post-. 
boys, when they were not engaged 
in the noble pursuit of gaming, 
amused themselves at my expence; 
and one in particular enjoying my 
distress, used to be highly delighted 
vwith puffing a cloud of smoke at me. 
„dom a short pipe which he held be- 
tween his teeth. Here, also, was an 
entire inversion of all my habits; I 
could scarcely ever sleep, during the 
day, for the perpetual hurry of pass. 
ing and re-passing, and the noises of 
bells, which were ever tinkling in 

my 


| 
1 
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my ears. But I collected, from a 


conversation that occurred between 
some of my spectators, that L. Was 
only reserved to be slaughtered at a 


convenient season, being necessary 


to add to the delicacies of a sumptuous 
entertainment, which was to be given 


in a few days. —Oh! how I hailed 


the approach of that hour which Was 


to celease me from my misery. 
One aſte noon two young men 


drove a small chaise most furious 


into the yard; the flanks of the horde 
smoked, and were all dripping from 
the violence of bis exertions. I 
immediately attracted their notice, 
and in one of them recollected the 


features of the youth from whose 
5 murderous hands I had been rescued 


by 


8 
a 


Sh TY 9 << WW uv” =, © Tv 


knce, that T was apprehenside far 


by the interpoeltion of my de | 
but the other was not he: after re- 
maining some time within the house 
they came out half intoxicated, for 
their behaviour was then wild and 
extravagant. They had no sooner 


re-ascended their carriage, than oac of | 


them accidentally cast ing his eyes to- 
wards me exclaimed, that they had 
forgot to ask about the hare, Ihe 
kndlord was sent for, and they were 
not long in agreeing about the pur- 
chase of me: I was, therefore, put 
into a wicker cage, with à little 
«raw, which being tied on at the 
back of the chaise, we were whirled 
away. 

They drove on with $0 3 vo- 


0 the 
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the lives of many persons upon the 
road; and did not, without just 
grounds, entertain strong suspicions 
for the whole party. Our course was 
not exactly so rectilinear as it ought 
to have been, and we were more than 
once in danger of being dashed in 
pieces against other vehicles which 
we met with in the way. What was 
I to conjecture as to my future desti- 
nation? I. judged that it was for no 
humane purpose that I. was carried 
off, and in this I was not deceived. 
They talked m a boisterous manner, 
and so loudly, that notwithstanding 
the rattling of the carriage, some 
parts of the conversation J made out 
very distinctly: It turned upon hunt- 
ing, they spoke with rapture of some 

I gh late 
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late chace in which they had taken a 
part, and I soon became 'a topic; 
when, unfortuately, I could distin- 
guich no more. We turned into a 
lane which conducted to a- small vi- 
lage, and stopped before a farm- 
house. Several dogs were loitering 
about the road, and some sleeping 
upon the grass-plat before the door. 
These gave immediate intelligence of 
our approach by barking, and some 
had the audacity to raise themselves 
upon their hinder legs, and smell at 
my cage, until they were admonished 


to retire by the whip: but when the 


young man called aloud to tlie per- 
sons within the house, a whole pack 
from a kennel, in an adjoiniug mea- 
dow, returned such a lengthened 

O2 bowl. 
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howl, intermixed with barking, as 
made my blood run cold. The far 
mer quickly came forth with many 
hearty salutations; they agked him if 
he, would do them the favor to bring 
his dogs over the next morning, far 
they had a hare which they would 
tum out to begin with, and that after- 
wards they would engage to shew 
him abundance of sport: he pro. 
mised to comply with their request, 
and pressed them to alight; but, upon 
their refusal, insisted, at least, that 
they should drink with him before 
their departure. Liquor was imme- 
diately produced, and the conclusion 
of the farmer's hospitality was, that 
the intoxication which had begun be- 


fore, was now completely effected. 
They 
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They parted with assurances of 
meeting early on the next day. Away 
we flew, once more, with redoubled 
violence; and, if the wisdom of the 
animal who was driven had not, in seve- 
ral instances, been superior to its driver, 
we must inevitably have been over- 
thrown. It was dark before we ar- 
rived at the place of our destination, 
of which I could distinguish nothing 
clearly, only I heard two heavy gates 
opened at our approach. Having 
proceeded through these, they alight- 
ed, and I was delivered into the 
hands of a servant, with strict charge 
from my old tormentor as to my care 


until the morrow. They also told him 


that the hounds would then cast of 
near the house, when they intended 
| 03 ta 
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1 turn me out, and ordered that their 
yu should be oy an early | 
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Ill-fated youth, then whither wilt thou fiy?. | 

7K No friend, no shelter, now is nigh; - | 
And onward rolls the storm. 
WI e rn. 
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Tur piapect” grew worse alt 
worse. The last evil that threatened -- 
me had passed away; but another 
was in store by far more tremendous 
than the former. Instantaneous death, | 
that” at which thousands of beltigs 85 
would have trembled as a hard C. 
dition, but which Thad so veheinetifly 
desired, since 1 must die by the 
9 was denied me. "This 
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consolation, such an one, as it was, 
was removed, and supplanted by an 
evil of much greater magnitude, 


Still 1 found comfort in the faint. 


Hope, although the star to which T 


- - turned was certainly but obscure, that 


I might escape; and, whereas, in the 
former instance, this was entirely out 


of the question; in the present case, 


6 an opportunity was offered which 


might be Improved to advantage. 

Day-light came with all its hor- 
ros: I heard the noisy pack idly 
clamoring for some victim; and I 


was taken from a hay. loſt i in which I 


| had been deposited, and where I 


had passed all the night. Then being 
3 privately conveyed to the field where 
A de intended.) ü commence 
| 7 _ BY 
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my career, the dogs, with all their 
followers, soon aſter arrived at the 
tame spot: these, as well as the horses 
and men, waited, with the utmost 
impatience, for the moment when I 
should be set at liberty. There was 
no delay: in an instant I felt myself 
upon the ground, and saw a multi- 


tude of mouths extended in pursuitt 


of me; however, I had a chance x 
being able ta elude them, and I was 
determined to ell my life as dearly as 
I could; but finding myself in 
country with which I was unge: 
quainted, I knew that I should meet 
with many disadvantages. I was 
ignorant of the meuses in thiese 
hedges ; I understood not the wind- 


Alstinctly upon my ear; the shautjng 
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forward to the bottom of the field, 
were was a gate through which 1 
__  slipped; and was glad to find, that by 


the time I reached this, my enemies, 
who” had set out almost close at my 
heels, had not gone above half the 
distance. Through many more fields 


I T fled with my utmost rapidity, and, 


for some time, along a road; at first 
only attempting to evade, by swift- 
ness, without putting into practice 
much of that cunning for which we 


te 80 renowned. And now, having 


gained a broomy thicket upon an 
eminence, I considered which way 
it would be best to bend ede 
and stopped to take breath. 

The horn poured its dismal tones 


Diane | | drew 
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drew nearer and nearer, and the 
whole body soon came in sight. I 
must not remain here: I perceived 
that they would not be long before 

they overtook me; and I was asto- 
nished at the sagacity of the hound 
in scenting my footsteps. 

The dryness of the road checked 
their ardor for awhile, and here they 
came to a fault, the huntsmen dis- 
mounting, and attempting to trace the 


print of my feet in the dust. I ob- | 


served them restrain the babblers of 
the pack, and attend to those upon 
whose intelligence they could more 


securely rely; until a laborer, in an 


adjacent field, who had watched my 
motians, called out to them, and 
pointed wo. the route which I had 


1 2 dent | 
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taken; then the pursuit was renewed; 
If the dogs came to a spot where I - 
had doubled, they spread themselves 
abroad to catch the scent, and unravel 
the clue ; and where I had proceeded 

in a straight line, they followed each 
behind the other with great regula- 

_ ity; It was necessary to resume my 
flight: not far off I beheld a wood 

that waved in the wind, and seemed 
td invite me; I pushed forward: to- 
wards it; but first, I ran in many a 
wily maze found and round the 
thicket, and then, with intention of 

. confusing the scent, through a whole 
- © flock. of sheep, who, hearing my 
|  pursvers, with a shew of opposition, 
were assembling together; then rac- 


n | 
| 3 | f it 


—_ 2 * 3 A c— ww= - =, —ͤ— AS. ct 9 Fad. LAST... 2 


THE HARE. 107 
rr —— | 


it were, to the charge} faced about, 
' with a feigned boldness, towards that 


quarter whence the alarm. had pro» 
egeded. + <-: ore] | 
I was much deceived in my calcu- 
lation of the distance of the wood to 
which I directed my course; it was, 
in reality, much farther off than I 
had imagined. I had a hollow of 
ome extent to cross; and, not having 


properly considered this for, as in 


my hurry, I cast my eyes over it, the 
wood appeared much nearer than I 
afterwards found it to be; my limbs ' 
began to relax; I felt a Janguo? com- 

ing over me, and a shortness of breath, 
which demanded immediate rest. I 
found the necessity of pausing for re- 
lief; but the delay of a moment was 

LI P dangerous: 


dangerous: the tumult raged at no 
great distance behind me, and I 
- could not think of meeting here with 
any, repose, unless it were- that of 
death. Before, my eyes was the 
place of my refuge; but 1 felt as 
though I could not gain it. How 
hard a case! Thus the vessel, tem- 
pest- tossed, beholds the. harbour 
which she in vain attempts to enter, 
cumpelled to abide the _ of the 
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O ye woods! ON 
To your deepest recesses I fr. 
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Havi G gained a fallow that bor 
dered upon the wood, 1 found it, for 


the present, absolutely impossible ia IM 


advance any farther ; my heaving 
lungs panted quick, and my heart 
beat violently, as if it would start 
from my side at each agitated throb, 
No. longer lightly bounding along; 
my limbs lost their vigour so rapidly, 
ee had been mn 
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hind me, IT must inevitably have pe- 
rished: already I had resigned myself 
to my fate, and lay close between 
some large clods of a friendly hue. 
Nearer and nearer the din approached, 
and I saw the whole train arrive 
heated and panting ; 
They were now so close to me, "that 
a last effort, if any effort were ever 
to be made, was immediately neces- 
vary. Being somewhat refreshed, by 
me few- minutes during which I had 
tested, I arose; The uproar and agi- 
nution - that was caused, by the sight of 
me, is not to be deseribed: still I wes 
too nimble for the whole pack, who 
trained their feeble notes and wearied 
| Imbs after me in vain. I had just 
E men 
1 | 3 for, 
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gate, when a horseman, the youth 
whose malice had been exerted 
against me in my younger days, out- 


stripping the rest, rode aſter me ” 
full speed, intending to prevent me 


from entering this” place of refuge. 
He shouted after me, and cracked 
his whip ; but F kept right onward, 
and he came up with me just as I was 
ereeping under the gate. He spurred 


his bard- breathing horse with he 


greatest impetuosity, that he might 


leap over it, and turn me back again; 
but the animal failing in his attempt, 


struck his fore · legs against the highest 
bar, he and his rider coming head 


long to the ground; and there Hing 
ele, rolling over one another. 
8 . Luckily © 


for, and was about to slip through a 


Luckily,” I escaped unhurt; and the 
confusion occasioned by this event, 
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was much in my favor; nor, can I 
describe my joy when I discovered, 
among the bushes, innumerable ca- 


vities here and there scattered among 
| the sandy soil, the abode : of rabbits. 
| I fled through the midst of them. 
What a a delightful moment of relief 
when 1 perceived that what I had 


anticipated had taken place! The 
dogs immediately ; took different 


courses, and those that continued to 
Purſue me, did eben, on with so 


ene 
 __ ». However, I was ag * to . 
IF my followers. It is wonderful how 
©. they traced me through thickets and 
= Trig: ang ger, tha they had epread 


themselves 


r 
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themselves through the wood, I was 


by no means out of jeopardy. Ac 8 
cident threw me several times in their. | 


way: 1 had, more than once, been 
compelled to start back at the cor- 
ner of a bush upon seeing a dog 
before me; and my peril was so great, 
that 1 resolved, at a favorable mo- 
ment, to try once more the open 
plain. I had gained breath by the de- 
lay, and felt my confidence revive. 

On one side the thicket opened to 


2 grassy meadow, where cattle were 


reposing, patiently chexxing the cud, 
or calmly attentive to 


the, distant cla- 


mor. Istole away by the hed ge side, 
and then through several fields, which 
bore marks of the highest cultivation A 
and re, a green sward running 'Y 

through 
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through the midst of each. 1 flat- 
fered myself that my adversaries 
would give up the purzuit; but my 
ears presently convinced me of the 
cContraty: down a thistly bank I rush- 


dust and gravel, I continued my 
flight :'a barn stood at hand; I was 
about to pass it ; one door God half 
open, and some persons within were 
talking loudly; whilst others, as I af: 
terwards saw, were wielding the 


à dog who was lying upon a heap of 
clothes, darted forward, and forced 
me (for where could I run for safety ?) 

into the barn. No sooner had I en- 

= tered, than several men appeared to 
N rescue 


ed into à lane, where, through the 


From beneath the opposite hedge, 


1 af 1 1 8 
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rescue me -from the- — who had 
caught me by one of the hinder legs, 
and was proceeding to destroy me. 
Without much resistance, I was 
taken, and one, who seemed far su- 
perior to the rest, desired that I 
might be immediately carried into 
the house, and given into the hands 
of his daughter, with charge to take 
great care of me until he returned. 
I was 90 faint and weary, that I 
found it useless to struggle against 
the grasp of a rustic, especially as E 
was about to be delivered at any rate 
from my impending danger. It sig- 
nifled little what was about to betide 
me, nothing could be worse than 
what I had so lately experienced. 
* 2 over à high stile into & 
wal | 


we 
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small park, and sgon Came within, 
sight of the house, buried amid lofty 
elms, where a colony of rooks had 
fixed their residence, and made the air 
resound with their perpetual cawings. 
Having arrived at the door, the fe- 
male, into Whose care I was to be 
committed, was enquired for, and 
appeared with an eye that beamed 
with pity for my sufferings. After 


ttme delivery of the message, and two 


or three questions upon the subject of 
my being caught, the door of a small 
room. was opened, and the man was 
desired to set me at liberty: he did 
$0, and. I crawled into a corner, se- 
yerely. pained in that ah n 
dog had seized me. In haste she 
ran to , her brothers, who ap- 


peared 
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peared the children of compassion, 
surveying me with the most benig- 
nant looks of tenderness. The el- 
dest of three was that benevolent 
youth who had before saved me from - 
his destructive companion, and who 
still bore about him the marks of 
that painful hour; for his arin was 
suspended in a sling, and: over his | 
features an interesting n was 
2 5 

They were all inetantiy colicitous 
to give me relief; s0me ran and 
brought me food, while others held 
me until the sister had applied a 
balm to my wound. What a lux- 
ury to be tenderly treated when 
in pain but how much more $0 


p 8 as > i : when 
S. | By 
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Dr 

Ask the traveller ho has cres- 
sed, with difficulty, some savage 
region, where the natives have rob- 
bed him—have sought to enslave 
or murder him? he will tell thee 
with what heartfelt satisfaction he 
has arrived upon the borders of some 
more  hospitable land, where the 
tenderness of its inhabitants made 
_ amends for his former /il-treatment ; 
where be was warmed, clothed; 
and refreshed, and sent * his 


n 
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© I knew at least one hare that haù friend. 


Cowern. - 


» 4 33 


Tux had scarcely made an end 
of their humane efforts, and with» 
drawn from the room, when "they ' 
came in again, and with them their 
father; the person to whom I owed 
my deliverance in the barn. - As he 
entered, he said, I would not ad- 
vise you to go over immediately t@ 
see your cousin, for it is necessary that 

he should be kept quiet: I did nas 
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see him myself, and your presence 
may disturb him. I am extremely 
sorry that he should have met with 
this unfortunate accident; but it may, 
in the end, prove of the utmost ser- 
vice to him. in warning him how, he 
yields, for the future, to such cruel 
propensities. But where is the object 
of your care?” : 
Here, Sit,” replied one, © it has 
crept into this corner; my sister has 
just bound up its leg, and it OW 
as if it would recover.” 
Oh, that is right, I am glad of 
it; we will not suffer the poor crea- 
ture henceforth to want protection. 
Do you not remember how we ad- 
mired that action of Xenocrates, Who, 
when a chaced bird flew into his bo- 
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som, rescued it with much satisfac 
tion, saying, that he had not betrayed 

a suppliant?” | 
. . < But, did not the abies said 25 
my former benefactor, © pursue their 
prey as far as the barn?” 4 
No; they gave it up at a consi- 
derable distance, for they had hardly 
come within hearing; when they 
withdrew another way, and, I un- 
derstand, started another hare which 
conducted them quite a contrary 
course, and which they killed on the 
other side of the hill. It has given 
me much pleasure, my dear children, 
that none of you display an inclination 
for this barbarous diversion; so long 


as you can amuse yourselves rationally, 


| you. will never have occasion to recur 
| ay =” 


TY 


to it. This is the never-failing re- 

Source of the weak and the idle; and, 

if habits of cruelty, swearing, and 

intoxication, were characteristics of 
à gentleman, then I would advise you 
to become s$portsmen,” 

* Although J do not mean, sir, to 
defend the practice, said the youth, 
yet I think there is something highly 

exhilarating | in the music of the PR 

and: the sound of the horn.” 

Fou are in the neh, my dear; 

$ it is inspiriting—it incites; but it is 
an impulse of feeling which does not 
allow us to reason; and, if we were 
once to take into consideration the 
connection of these sounds with 
cruelty, we should no more receive 
delight: from them, than we do from | 

| the 
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the drum and fife, when connected 
with the idea of cities sacked, and 
plains laid waste: judgment certainly 
rejects this impulse, which will not 
endure dispassionate examination. 
The cry of dogs upon the “ health- 
breathing hill“ inspires us; so does the 
sound of the trumpet: they both 
rouze our feelings; we are led away, 
we care not how, we know not whis 
ther; we spring over the fence, and 
scour along the plain; we seize the 
sword, and rush to the battle: our feel 
ings are not always strictly right; they 
demand the aid of reflection to cor- 
rect them; and, if we would deli- 
berate a little more, we should av,ꝭ,“ 
much sorrow. I confess that I 
have followed the chace: I have felt 
Qs. the 
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the ardor of it; but, when I reflected 
upon it, I was ashamed; and blushed 
to think upon my conduct: Indeed, 
as it is now pursued, I hold it un- 
worthy of the liberal mind. Among 
nations who profess to be polished 
and humane, it should not find a 
place. | 

Among savages, hunting is the 
school of war, In pursuing the wild 


= beast through the trackless forest, the 


Indian inures himself to toils and 
dangers; he endures heat and cold, 


fatigue and hunger, and he exercises 


his courage in close combat with the 
ferocious animal; he becomes skilful 
in drawing the bow; it nerves his arm 
to wield the ponderous club; and 

when he comes into the battle, he is 
. N able 
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able to encounter the haughtiest war- 

riors, and to sustain the severities of 

the tedious march. Thus, of old, the 
Germans trained their youth to hardi- 
hood and valorous exploits, and to 
this the American tribes owe their 
strength and subsistenoe: here is an 
adequate reason for it; but, among 
polished nations, what shall be said 
to apologize for a custom which has 
neither necessity, reason, or humanity 
on its side. We shall say, truly, that 
it is an amusement -an amusement 
to torture a defenceless animal to 
death an amusement that consists 
in cruelty! The Roman emperors, 
whose innocent amusements were of 
this description, have been -justly. de- 
tested by posterity ; and we have 


* * * 0 
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deen astonished, that Domitian should 
delight, in his sontary moments, to 
transfix flies, when he bad no other 
creature upon which he could exer- 
eise his humane disposition. Now, 
iu the case of the barbarian, hunt- 
ing, as I before observed, is a means 
of subsistence to him; but reſined 


nations are shut out from this excuse; 


they have not to plead, in the same 
manner, the necessities of hunger; 
and, does it not seem strange, that 


cvihzed man, enyious of the state of 


his savage neighbour; and aping it in 
this respeet, should be so desirous of 
returning to the habits of his rudest 
condition? Are they to be envied? 

Are they to be desired? He would 


3 an it hard if in n to 


return 


THE "HARE 177 
mm 
return to them. If exercise be the 
plea, let a man go to the plougli; 
this occupation is equally healthful, 
much more innocent, and infinitely 
more beneficial to society. There are 
methods enough of exertion, let him 
employ himself in any one that has 
not in it a mixture of barbarity : but 
the savage has yet another plea which 
we have not to boast—self- defence. 
If he did not sometimes take up arms 
against the wolf, the wolf might de- 
stroy him, © the beast of prey: blood- 
tained deserves to blesd; but what 
has the poor | hare done? in what 
hath it offended; that it should be 
thus persecuted, with yells, until it 
breathes out its last scream in despair? 


I it be necessary to kill it, let death 
1 
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be opeedily inflicted upon it; let the 
_ thundering gun, levelled at it in its 
form, lay it low in an instant, and let 
it not be robbed of its life by inches: 
it is sufficient stretch of power, that 


the life itself is taken away, without 


adding cruelty to necessity. In this 
respect, we might receive a very use- 
ful lesson from the hound: no dog 
dat coulch seize its prey by an instan- 
taneous spring, would employ an hour 


or two in hunting it down and pro- 


longing its suffering. Into the hands 
of man are committed the sagacity 
of the dog, and the strength of the 
horse; but he is accountable for the 
use he makes of them, and should 

n more abu tem, than he $hould 
il) 04 4720; „ 2 288 
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the advantages of fire and iron, which 


are put into his power, and which, 


although highly beneficial to life when 


properly managed, are ' most detri- 
mental when their end is perverted. 
When we read some time ago, 


the natural history of the tiger, we 


thought it a most ungenerous animal; 


because, leaping by night into the 
fold, it satiates its hanger; and is not 
content; it kills more than it can 


devour, and in the wantonness of 
slaughter plunges its head into the 
body of the expiring victim, and re- 
yels in blood, But how are human 


beings less wanton, when they are 


unsatisfied with killing for their wants, 
but must also slaughter for their 


* 
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beauty and harmony, their express 
7 n and to de- 


7 36 my children, 4 we may 
cease to wonder that a harmless ani- 
mal should be thus harassed, seeing 
that men have instituted such per · 
 *gecutions against their own brethren, 

as their om annals relate. We may go 
to the pages of history for the' dread- 
ful truth, It is a melancholy picture 
of human nature, but I could shew 
the fourteenth of France, and our 
own.queen Mary, a few instances in 
It was this same spirit that directed 

A I, "Og: n EE the 
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the torture of the martyrs; that 
pointed where the fite Would give 
me most eqüdlbite pain; ard ers 
the red hot pincers should tear th 
dquivering muscle; that added i- if 
dignities to cruelties, violated all la s 
human and divine, de populated cities, 
and rendered fertile plains a desert. | 
But come; eee ver ue ae - - 
our geography.” 2 
* 8 They then wend out to 1 thete auen b 
and left me to reflect upon the kind If 
treatment I had experienced: I was þ 
doubly happy i in existing beneath a | 
roof that covered such benevolent 
beings. | Ifelt' no confinement. The 
humitity of the son was on, 
A = 
| father; 
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father; and seeing this,. 1 learned 
whenee the youth had derived his 
merciful temper. What a blessing is 
; a virtuous: education la jewel that 
cannot be too highly prized: if a 
parent have permitted vice to in- 
erease in the mind of his child, he 
may at his decease leave him in pos- 
- 8es5ion of apparent riches or honors, 


| ; but he cannot bequeath happiness 


as his portion: gold may attract the 
respect of flatterers; power may pro- 

cure the fawning of sycophants; but. 
none of these can soothe that breast 
if virtue be away, and where she is 


these can be of no avail. An educa- 


tion of this kind is a more valuable 


5 - .inheritance from a aa than Suden, 
| or. 
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or a kingdom. It is power: it is 
wealth: such power and such wealth 
alone the heart of man ought to 


desire. | 
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I may look back on every sorrow past, 
| Au meer ts peaeetu evening with = nile 


BowLES. 
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IN this cituation JF gomained. anti 1 
the watchful benevolence of my 
guardians had completely restored me 
to my sound and pristine health.“ 
Then no longer under any restraint, 

I was once more set at liberty to en- 
joy a security which I had hitherto 
never known. In the park of my 


ne, prote cted from all assaults, 
br 5 enjoy 


b x - 


a enjoy = the. — of Fi 
berty without its attendant dangers. 

Undisturbed I take up my re- 
sidence as .inclinatign or the season 
invites. Mine is the sunny bank of 
firs, mine the dark $hrubbery im- 
pervious to the noon- tide ray. Here 
neither the hourly fear of death nor 
of bondage is before my eyes: here 
autumn has no terrors, and winter 
itself is disarmed of its zigors. No 
dog nor man presumes to molest my 


quiet, and I dwell in the midst of BE 


many others of my own speeies, who 
abide beneath the Shade of the a | 
friendly retirement. 
From my asylum I send forth: ese 
lessons into the world, that inex- 


| pegs youth may not confide tos 
| e 
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obstinately in their own strength, nor 
hastily adopt "opinions, which they 
may be soon compelled to retract to 
their cost. It has also been my de- 
sire to warn them of the folly'and 
madness of a cruel practice of which 
they perhaps never entertained a 
serious idea; and to inform them 


that there is not wanting one among 


our race who, like the frog in the 
fable, addressing its wanton de- 
stroyers, can exclaim, although it 
is sport to you, it is death to us.“ 
But that the picture of suffering 
- which I have drawn may not be 
imagined too gloomy, let it be re- 
membered, that in the midst of ca- 
lamities which I thought too severe 
to be born, and' when I conceived 
_— myself 
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myself the most oppressed of crea- 
tures, I found others still more 
wretched than myself: nor let it ever 
be forgotten, whatever. I, or the most 


rigid censor may have said, that 


heaven-born pity still abides upon 
earth; that there still exists such 2 
quality as mercy among mankind. 
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